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Heads Buried in the Sand 


A.Most every new spaper has drawn the 


obvious contrast between the Prime 
Minister's alarming description of — the 
“trap door underneath our feet’ and the 
Chancellor’s soothing reassurance on the 
very next day. These discrepancies are of 
secondary importance What is reall 
disturbing is the unanimity with which Mr 
Butler and Mr. Gaitskell are sull concealing 
from themselves as well as from the 
public—the real nature of the crisis that we 
face Apparently they are agreed on two 
things : that rearmament has nothing mucl 
to do with the crisis, and that, 
must be continued at present level 
Mr. Gaitskell blandly denies that the effect 
of the Detence programme on our enginee! 
ing industry is a prime 
difficulties, fortnight 
solemnly suggested that 
rearmament to prevent 
It is time to remind 
two facts which Mr. Gaitskell, Mr, Butler 
and the T.U.C. seem determined to 
suppress. For two successive years capital 
investment has been slashed and the Budget 
used to prevent industry from continuing 
the modernisation which between 1946 and 
1950 produced a total increase by one-third 
in British industrial productivity, Since 
this cut in capital investment was under- 
taken precisely in order to switch plant and 
labour from industrial re-equipment to the 
Defence programme, how can anyone deny 


anyway, if 


its 


cause 

ago the 
we now 
unemployment 
ourselves of 


and a 


one oO! 


that rearmament affects our export 
prospects, especially at a time when Ger 
many and Japan are invading our market 
U.S. 1s sull investing ten times as 
much as we are in new machinery ? And 
how can either Mr. Butler or Mr. Gaitskell 
. atisfactory trade balance 
know that, at least until the end 
the productivity and industrial 
‘ncy of our three main 
will be racing ahead of our own ? 
But itis n capital investment which 
being sacrifice Despite Mr. Gaitskell, 
fairly clear that the chance of bridging 
rade gap by stepping up textile exports 
the only field in 
tor a really large and 
¢ overseas trade. One 
outstanding example is civil jet aircraft \ 


Vear ago Conk 


and the 


I Ope to achieve a 
when the 
oO} 1954, 


efhe compe 


t 
pret 


ILOr 


engineering 1s 
can hope 


sustained increase of 


the t had given us a five-year 
lead over all our competitor lo-day, th 
opportunity is being jeopardised in order to 
R.A.F., just as the export of 
and commercial vehicles (which 
largely depends on reducing prices long 
runs of being en- 
dangered by diversion of plant, labour and 
material to Defence orders. 

What makes this policy so insane is that 
not one of our competitors is subjecting his 
economy to these distortions. Mr. Truman 
has officially that the U.S. has no 
intenuon of cutung either capital investment 
or American living standards for the sake 


re-equip the 


otvor cars 


volume production) is 


stated 


and Mr. Taft 


entered into a 


of the Defence programme ; 
and Mr. Eisenhower have 
Dutch auction of promises to slash the bill 
for Defence and military aid It is the 
ame story with regard to manpower. 
Conscription removes our young men out 
of production tor two whole years No 
other member of the Commonwealth ha 
conscription except Australia, 
a six-month period. Even in the 
engaged on a full-scale war in Korea, 
a selective dratt, 
45 per cent. of the draftees 
And now, to cap 
gaily signed awa 
t Grerman\ 
June of next veat Instead of the German 
~360 m. annually to the cost 
of B.A.O.R., we are to up to this 


it of dollar ach vear for w 


any form ol 
which ha 
U.S... 


1 
there 1 
tHICTC 


under which 
cted on 
the 
Our 


altet 


are ré 
medical grounds 
vy, Mr. Eden ha 


right to Occupation costs in 


mntributing 
contribute 
amout | . 
irmamen 


+t 
it eats 


danget 
war is both overriding and immediate, 
extreme of cconomic 
Brits contribution to the 
Wehrmacht (if it happened to be on 
side!) might be justified What is 
the attempt to dupe the 


into the idea that 


sacrifice, includit 
he avy 
new 

our 

indef 
British peopl 
rearmament is something 
quite well if it 


ent 
this 


WOrkKS 


the pre 
rate ol 
country can manage 
hard, and that it is therefore irrelevant to 
Crisis ‘Those who talk in 
this way are burying their heads in the sand. 


ithe economic 
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Fares and Economies 


Mr. Churchill’s intervention in the affairs of 
the Transport Commission is to cost that body 
approximately two-thirds of the small and pre- 
carious surplus which it achieved—for the first 
time since its establishment—in 1951. Lon- 
doners are to be let off about £1,250,000 in a 
full year of the £11-£12 millions they were to 
pay under the Tribunal’s award, and provincial 
travellers are to be relieved to the extent of about 
£660,000 in respect of the prospective increases. 
Thus the main parts of the Tribunal’s decision 
stand, and the new concessions are only meant 
to meet exceptional hard cases—a “hard case” 
being reckoned in terms of the increase over past 
fares rather than of the cost of running the par- 
ticular The monthly return ticket is 
the concessions are principally 
in respect of seasons and early morning (formerly 
workmen's) tickets and of the length of 
stages on London’s buses. 


services 
still to disappear : 


fare 
Londoners, though 
their grievance is apparently admitted, are to go 
on paying the higher fares already introduced 
until August; and in August provincial travellers 
too are to pay more. The whole plan has lost 
in logic what it may have gained in acceptability 
to those who stood to suffer most. The most 
serious thing is that the Government has intro 
duced a new principle in dictating what the 
Transport Commission is to be allowed to charge 
and has thus undermined, if not destroyed, the 
force of the statutory provision that the Com 
Mission Is to pay its way. Introducing “ poli 
tics” in a public service was a rash tactic, 
for which the country may pay dear. 


Japan’s Come-back 


The Indo-Japanese Treaty coincides with 
Japan’s come-back as a leading industrial 
power in Asia. Japanese firms had already 
arranged to sell railway rolling stock and equip- 
ment to India, and Japanese business men are 
negotiating with the Indian Government on a 
plan for establishing a big joint steel enter 
(prise in India. The question of reparations, 
which is the main of difficulues in 
similar Treaties with Burma and Indonesia, is 
less important in India (which was not occu 
pied), and she waives all reparation claims 
against Japan. The Cabinets of Burma and 
Indonesia are both considering bilateral treaties 
with Japan, which now has a goodwill mission 
touring South-East Asia that is expected to 
smooth out some of the difficulties. Its leader, 
Mr. Ogata, told a press conference in Rangoon 
that “would inform the South 
East Asian people of the policy and achieve 
ments of new Japan and seck the possibility 
of economic co-operation in South-East Asia.” 
In Delhi he added that his purpose 
learn whether Japan's technical 
could be used to raise the low 


source 


his mission 


was to 

knowledge 
standards of 
These phrases have 
a familiar ring, and many Asian newspapers 
have asked editorially whether the hand now 
extended in friendship will not strike again 
when time and circumstances permit. Con- 
scious of these suspicions, prominent Japanese 
in Tokio have sponsored an Asian Friendship 
Society, composed of resident Asian com- 
munities. Its first manifesto calls for Asian 
unity and rejects Japan’s war-time aggressive 


living in Asian countries. 


‘co-prosperity” schemes. But two question 
marks remain—Japan’s relations with China 
and the degree to which it can have any foreign 
policy independent of America. 


Federation in Africa 

The scheme for turning the self-governing 
colony of Southern Rhodesia and the Pro- 
tectorates of Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
into the “ Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land” differs little in form, and not at all in 
substance, from the earlier proposals venulated 
last year. There would be no African Federal 
Minister but an African Affairs Board of seven 
persons nominated by the Governors and the 
Governor-General ; only three of these would 
ave to be Africans. This Board would have 
the right to enter objections to federal Bills, 
and such Bills would then require the consent 
of Her Majesty’s Government. Otherwise the 
new proposals follow a well-worn track towards 
the aspiration of White-setller government in 
the two northern territories as 
Southern Rhodesia. They provide _ that 
Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland would 
retain their Protectorate status in matters con- 
cerning African affairs; but the value of such 
safeguards, once these big concessions to White 
settler authority were made, must be highly 
questionable in the light of experience in the 
Union of South Africa and Southern Rhodesia 
Ihe safeguards are in any event of a purely 
negative nature, for nothing in this week's 
White Paper opens a new avenue for African 
development in these territories. Great efforts, 
however, are to be made, apparently, to popu 
larise these proposals with Africans in the Pro 
tectorates before they are submitted to another 
conference, and later, to a 
Whites of Southern Rhodesia. 


well as in 


referendum of the 


Colonial Import Policy 


It is to be hoped that textile manufacturers 
will make the best possible use of the presence 
in this country of Mr. A. C. Nwapa, the 
Nigerian Minister for Commerce and Industries, 
in order to increase appropriately priced textile 
exports to Nigeria. They should be helped by 
the restrictions which the Nigerian Government 
is now placing on Japanese imports, as part of 
an effort to help the general balance of pay 
ments of the sterling area. Most British colonial 
governments are already applying such restric- 
tions—in response to a request from the Colo- 
nial Secretary earlier this year—and the Eas 
African Territories have temporarily suspend 
Japanese imports. They can do this, in spite of 
G.A.T.T. (the General Agreement on Trade and 
Tariffs), because such restrictions are motivated 
by “balance of payments reasons,” although 
G.A.T.T. forbids discriminatory tariffs and 
quotas. Mr. Nwapa’s visit provides an oppor 
tunity to see whether this additional limitation 
on Nigerian foreign trade can be matched by 


British efforts to make British textile exports 


cover the Japanese supply without imposing 


economic burdens on the Nigerian consumer 
Nigeria is already subsidising Britain’s dollar 
deficit, as noted in an article on another page, 
by forgoing a good many of the dollars which 
it earns: it will be unrealistic to expect Nigerian 
Ministers to arrange for their people to pay more 
for shirts and sheets than the Japanese ask. 
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Shopkeeping Nation 


The statisticians have thus far largely 
neglected the retail shops. We have nothing, 
for instance, that compares at all with American 
data on retail and department store sales and 
inventories, which are both valuable economic 
indices. The new Board of Trade survey 
Britain’s Shops : 3s. 6d.) fills the most obvious 
gaps; but it is only a beginning, and one that was 
made incidentally to a wider census. It does, 
however, bring out the obsolete and haphazard 
pattern of British retail trade, which 
too many marginal outlets. 
shops . 


1952 


has far 
There are 551.214 
one to every 89 people—and 160,574 
service establishments, such as restaurants, hair 
dressers, garages and shoe repairers. It is clear 
that a large number of these must be one- o1 
two-man businesses, but there is no indication of 
relative size in this survey. Before it is possible 
to plan retail trade, it is essential to know how 
it is shared. What proportion, for example, is 
taken by firms with a turnover of more than 
fifty pounds a week, a hundred, a thousand, 
twenty thousand? We also need some idea of 
the structure of each trade. Monopoly trends 
are Most pronounced among department stores, 
and, one imagines, least evident among tobac- 
conists and newsagents—the traditional one-man 
shop at the street corner. All this survey pro 
vides are the national totals, and corresponding 
figures for counties and towns of over 100,000 
population. It céntains enough data to show 
that there are too many shops, but not to suggest 
any obvious pattern of reorganisation, 


The S.P.D.: An Apology 


In an entitled “The Pact of Bonn,” 
which appeared in our issue of May 31, we stated 
that a meeting had taken place in Vienna between 
representatives of the German Social Democrats 
and the Socialist Unity Party of the Eastern Zonc 
at which genuine 
was discussed. 


irticle 


free elections 
Ihe report further stated that an 
agreement might have been reached between the 
representatives of the “had it 
opposed at the 
delegation.” 


co-operation mn 


two parties 


Bonn by 


not 
been bitterly 
Socialist 
In view of the categorical repudiation whi 

ippears in our letter columns from Herr Eichler, 
i leading member of the Executive of the German 
Social Democratic l 

reservedly 


French 


Party, we are 
to withdraw 


giad m 
these statement 
Herr Eichler 


thus misrepresenting them 


and to 


express Our regrets to and his 


colleagues [or 


PARIS 
Witch-Hunt Reactions 


CAur Paris Ci rresponde nt Several 
the Pinay Government, among them 
M. Pleven, the Minister of Defence, 
increasingly convinced that it mistake to 
lock up M. Duclos. There is already much talk of 
his being shortly released, despite violent resist- 
ance from M. Brune, Minister of Interior, and M 
Martinaud-Déplat, Minister of Justice and chiet 
instigator of the anti-Communist hunt. Both of 
these Ministers would like to go right ahead ; but, 
from the Government point of view, the 
produced two disturbing reactions. 
First, if the C.P. rank-and-file were at first 
stunned by what happened—and their stunned 
condition was reflected in the failure of the strike 
of June 4—there are clear signs of a “last trench’ 
mystique growing among them, as could, indeed 


writes: 
members of 
are becoming 


was a 


hunt ha 
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laar WRabieadii A Bad Ten 


hall 


Velodrome 


and 


down at every men Du 
Secondly, 


llectual 


tion 
there 
even 

chologique inside the ¢ 

ribed by M. Etienne Borne 

r of the M.R.P., who wi 

s kt “¢ il 

those ’ 

| hose ho, over the year 


ymuormuty with 
Communist 


party.” 1 


reduced the 
Oppo: 


y wh 


Bally 
tion 


il 


e¢ Commun 
| gain a | 
li Left-w 


Communism wt 


uritual duty; burt ther 
Con 


nd of 


mun 


H 


Fran voting Communi 
ut people 


dissauushed Wi oOnomic 


ts in enriching the rich and 
poor. In France the C.P. is 
Underdog—a Socialist 
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pread even to the more thinking p 
Right Mauriac 
negative ’ 
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sull 
ymmunists, and will go on believing 
>» long as they : ! 

the 
is they have no reason to believe in the 
virtues of the Western World. This 
Mauriac appeared on Wednesday, and the | 


office 
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they 


{ the was a failure, the working 
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A Bad Look Out 


Tue difference of emphasis among Govern 
ment supporters in last week’s Commons de- 
bate on broadcasting suggests that the White 
Paper, so far from being, David Max 
well-Fyfe tried to persuade the House, a re 


is Sur 


spectable compromise, is in fact a sell-out to a 
relatively small, but vociferous and influential, 
lobby which seeks to throw the whole of broad 
casting Open to commercial interest 

Back-bench Tory arguments, endorsed by Mr 
Gammans, speaking for the Front Bench, were 
largely directed towards attacking the B.B.C.’s 
monopoly and defending the theory of sponsor 
ship. These arguments, if valid at all, are equally 
applicable to sound radio as to television; and it 
can no longer be doubted that the objective of 
the sponsors’ lobby is to win for the advertising 
interests the good-will and commercial oppor 
tunities of broadcasting, leaving the B.B.C., as 
a poor relation, to run a Government sponsored 
network of sound and television, burdened with 
all its social obligations and deprived of the 
means to hold its peak audiences 

The Government’s so-called compromise, if 
will give the sponsors all 
The technical development of com 


ever if comes to pa 
they need 
mercial television will not prove to be an impos 
sibly heavy charge on the powerful interests 
promoting it. Once developed, the rewards will 
be so great that, in those fields of entertainment 
where can buy anything, the sponsors 
will be able to outbid the B.B.C. for the greatest 


attractions and to 


HOC 


buy out technicians, per 
formers and indeed complete programmes which 
the B.B.C. has already built up. At that point 
the example of the popular newspapers ts suffi 
cient evidence, as Mr. Morrison 
observed, that the Gresham’s Law of popular 
take and that the 
standard of public taste, which on the whole has 
risen under the guidance of the B.B.C will 
rapidly decline in the struggle for mass 
audiences. Moreover, the B.B.C. itself cannot 
remain unaffected. No doubt there are disad 
vantages in its monopoly position; but the 
B.B.C.’s great virtue, and one which has justly 
earned the regard of the world, i: 
conscience. ‘This conscience stems directly from 
the monopoly. Once the B.B.C. has to fight tor 
survival against unscrupulous competitors, it can 
no longer atlord a conscience 

We are not convinced that British broadcast- 
ing need be dependent on advertising revenue 
at all. But if a case can be made out that, in 
the interest of improving the standard of light 
entertainment (admittedly far too low) and pre 
senting the costly tit-bits of commercial sport, 
more revenue is required than can be met from 


correctly 


entertainment will charge, 


its collective 


licence receipts or Government grants, it might 
be possible to permit a degree of advertising, 
less offensive than the present proposals. Briet 
interludes of straight advertising in the Light 
Programme, for instance, would involve no basic 
challenge to the B.B.C.’s standards and would 
not, any more than in reputable newspapers, 
encroach upon editorial responsibility. The far 
more objectionable proposal, that the B.B.C 
should make available some of its own time for 
sponsored programmes, would at least ensure 
that the Governors maintained their control. 


for Broadcasting 


As it is, we are being offered the worst of all 
worlds. Sponsored television is to be permitted 
with very few safeguards and in conditions 
which make it certain that the B.B.C. will be 
unable to stand up to the competition unless it 
lowers its own standards to that of the sponsors. 
Nor can the dilemma be limited to television 
The backers of this scheme regard it as 
opening of a door, which in time will give 
to the fruitful pastures of sound radio 

The best chance of avoiding this disagreeable 
prospect lies in the fact that sponsoring will not 
be permitted until the B.B.C. has achieved a 
complete national coverage with its television 
network. Here it is worth recalling a remark 
by Mr. lan Orr-Ewing, M.P., who is not only 
Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Minister 
of Labour, but also an ex-B.B.C. executive of 
great experience, director of a big radio firm 
and one of the principle figures behind the spon 
sorship campaign I} 


the 
entry 


He is thus likely to be well 
informed about the policy of the radio industry 
He has indicated that, as early as next vear, it will 
be trying to sell the public television sets capabk 


ol receiving several programmes, aS well as 
adaptors for converting existing sets 

What would be the effect of such a policy 
No individual, we take it, 
attempt to the Government's hand 
by artificially stimulating a public demand long 


would jusyify an 
force 


The Net 
before it can be met even under the present 
proposals. If there is serious danger of the 
industry as a whole adopting such a policy, the 
Labour Party, for its part, must make it 
that, 
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plain 
once it returns to power, no licences to 
private interests will be granted. 

Che Opposition can deal equally simply and 
directly with the Government’s 
the appointment of B.B.C 
the control of Parliament. This plan, 
very effectively dealt with in Mr 
Morrison’s Commons speech, is open to serious 
constitutional objections 


proposal to 
remove Governors 
from 


which was 


It also makes it vir 
tually certain that Governors to be appointed 
under it would be “safe” people, twenty-five 
years behind the times in social and political 
outlook, and of impeccably anti-socialist view: 
Mr. Attlee can kill it stone dead by announ 
ing that he, as Leader of the Opposition, will 
not serve on the appointing committee 
Chere many obvious objections to the 
i] 


political maneeuvre in which the party in Oppo 


are 


sition seeks to frustrate the elected Government 
f the day by threatening to unscramble its eggs 
as soon as power changes hands. This is an 
instance where its use is fully justified. The 
Government’s broadcasting proposals are them 
selves a manceuvre designed to placate an impor 
tunate lobby amongst their own supporters. Ii 

a manceuvre which has caused great resent 
anxiety amongst most 

Opposition must meet it by wh 


ment and 


opinion. Th 


shades of 


ever means will be the most effective. 


Can America Muddle Through ? 


7 7 
Worn you please explain American policy? 
I said to a distinguished group of journalists and 


poliucians in Washington 
followed contused, 
talked at once, the 
thing—that 
any pronouncements 


[he argument that 
was but vivid ky 
Americans agreeing or i 
take no notice at all 
by leading politicians, 
ofhcials or soldiers or sailors, partisan or bi-parti 
an, generals, admirals or Secretaries of the Navy 
At last an authoritative voice said: “ Look 
you've got this all wrong. Anyone from 
downwards is shoot off 
America, and most people do 
1 thing 


one I was to 


here, 
Pruman 
mouth in 
They don’t mean 
See what happened to MacArthur. The 
truth is that America has not got a policy. But 
make no mistake: we shall muddle through 
Muddle through? My 
policy, national character 
beautifully confirmed, British nineteenth-century 
psychology has been transferred to the United 
States, which ts now about the 
flying hours from the European continent as 
Britain used to be in steamship hours. It is 
Americans who can afford to lose the early battles 
and rely on winning the last, because it is 
they who are more rich and powerful and less 
vulnerable than other people; it is they who can 
preach sermons from comparatively bomb-proot 
pulpits; they who suffer from the odium ot power 
and are surprised when those on whom they 
confer the benefits of their protection, their trade 
and their charity are not immediately grateful 
‘But if Iam not to take notice of what anyone 
I asked, “how am I to explain to English 
people what American policy is? What 
Dulles? After all, he acted for the 
Government and made what many of us regard 
as a disastrous peace with the Japanese?” The 
remark was greeted with an anu-Dulles chorus 


free to his 


favourite theory about 


and geography was 


same distance in 


now 


cane 
about 
American 


‘Mr. Dulles,” said 
figure in 


someone, “1 > most un 
America, not excluding Mr 
Another explained that he wa 
official when he 
and that what he said, even 
vas signing it, was entirely unimportant 


only 
regarded as signed the 


rreaty, 


said somebody, “there is 
American policy 


no clue to 
the U.S 
Government corresponding to different phases of 
Mr. Acheson’s thought—and he, remember, is 
bad security risk according to Joe McCarthy.” 
The told, were that 
America is finally pledged to an anti-Soviet policy 
though that did ever exclude al! pos 
bility of agreement; that Americans were trying 
to avoid the appeasement errors of the Thirtic 
ind had learnt not to act alone, but through the 
United America believed in 
* mutuality,” or as we say, “collective security.” I 
asked whether this meant that America could 
never become Isolationist again, and was told that 
it was conceivable, though unlikely, that America 
might withdraw from Europe if Britain proved 
an unreliable ally, or the whole movement towards 


except public acts of 


only certainties, I was 


not for 


Nations now 


Western European co-operation was aborted 

Did this mean that, if Mr. Taft were elected, 
his foreign policy would not be substantially dif- 
ferent trom Truman’s or 
were different answers 


here 
If we take Taft's speeches 
ar face value, his election would mean full-scale 
war against China, coupled with the withdrawal of 
American soldiers from the continent of Europe 
But this 


Eisenhower's ? 


may be just clectioneering ? 
sums spent by the 
Point Four and other 
lieved by 


Ihe large 
Administration on 
non-military aid are be- 
Fatt to be thoroughly unpopular, and 
many votes to be won in the West and 
Middle West by hinting that G.I.s may soon be 
brought home from Germany and that, in the 


Truman 


there are 
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add that 


very few pe 
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nce between one Presid 

t likely to be 

ime rather 
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very great 
more liberalism if a 
at the White House, but 
war are less, I would not 

we must look outside Party 
about policy 


is that informed people do 


oO 


foreign 
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I asked one publ 
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‘If people were not frightened, |! 
ret Congress to vote the pre 
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I say, 
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permanent technique by 
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application of the 
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Keynesian doctrine th 
m can be saved by planning investr 
umself, it is true, 


the problem by deliber 
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of in 
ywwards increasing human 


American 


towar 
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tandard of living in backw 
United States 
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think, 
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fhcient relaxation 


to b 


uilding 


pent on 


h booms and 


least dar 


t¢ 
( 


vestment 
ds usin 
sng the 
nin the 
il world 


Rus 


edged 


used 1 


he Pa 


that Sta 


mul 


ind 


nterpret 


ictual 


th 


Pin readm 
renee « Aret 
ind Wash 
mhva 


lid undat 
oncnd al 
does not meat 
to mal r 


harply dot bl 


Both 
vhich 


tng Gromyko 





when he b that he had 
fee! It was 

ractersuc of him that he explained that he was 
mnoyed because the | had made him lose 
which he much disliked doing 
then there was a letter in 


lieved he said 
enough to deserve a regular 
htor 
his temper 
And 


oO wri in 


very 
refused 
B.S 
reading all his book 

utter all, 


my eyesight 


which he 


idvance obituary of his hero G 


on the grounds that, after re 
ided that Shaw wa 


Maybe it is 


ul hat I see 1 1 


he de in indiflerent 

fault, 
a devo 
mankind based on emouonal indifference 


Ihat’s all.” Pes 


iuthentic fact 


iitist that is 


chaos of clear idea 


hon t 
human being | y ot 
haps LT shall also 
bout the 
ctually suce 


wil 


come across the 


occasion when tory runs) he 


eded in bringing uume an 
ue of a periodical he was 


printer, De 


out on 
ediung 
the mond Ik all the MSS for 
They 

the 


thew 


one 


hong overdue issuc in a tax! were neyel 


recovered, but so 


upplying 


that, d 


prompt were authors in 


second contributions 


Desmond explained without a blush, by 


copic ol 
merely allowing that issue to lapse, he was dead 


n time with the next one 


* * . 


Desmond was seldom caught up in politics, and 
in the article which he contributed to the 21st 
Anniversary of the New April 14, 
1934) he described how out of place he first felt 
vith the Webbs and other founders of the N.S., 
but decided, once he got to know them, “that he 
was in high and good company.” He represented 
the N.S. in its early days as invariably emphasis- 
ing “the least gratifying reasons it could for any 
generous policy. In this respect it contrasted 
with its rival, the Nation, now happily united to 
it in holy wedlock. 
the same direction 


Statesman 


Both papers often moved in 
but while the Nation 
readers to 


upphed 
feel 


tone of 


encouraged its 
the sah of 


wguments which 
that 


the Statesman in 


they were the earth, the 


arguing the same pomt would 


be, ‘if you want to escape being 
ool, this 


a Short-sighted 
day 
respectful 
He was always a bit afraid that we might 
be right, but hoped we weren't. When the In 
Disatfection Bill under debate, 
felt that in this matter of liberty he 
was with us heart and soul. He spoke at the big 
Central Hall that we organ 
to Baldwin tell 
that on this occasion 
New STATESMAN AND NATION were 1n 


is the line you must take” ”) Ir iny 
he viewed our politics with a sort of 
histaste 
inement to was 
however, he 


meeting at the 
sed, and h 
tilt nim as a ¢ 
he and Prt 

ecment It wa i 


the Bill was heavily 


protest 
wrote a long letter 


ONSCTVALIVE 


ufficient wa 
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ning, m any 


* * . 
police of this country are friend 
Ahens (Re 


this phrase was 


Lhe 
When 
mto 


your 
Act of 1905 came 
printed at 


the triction 
force 


of the aude 


the head 
alien immi 


a kind 
it may have 


memowue handed to every 


grant at British ports. Ii may have been 


of apology for the new restrictions, of 


been mtended to make excitable and 


sive refugees casier to deal with, but the refugees 


apprenen 


who thereupon went to the police with every kind 
of domestic difficulty, were right in taking it at its 
face value. Iam sorry it no longer appears on the 
still hear of kindness 
hown to Jewish immigrants by Customs, Immi 
Police officers, I know of 


in which a refugee from Vienna was so 


papers issued to aliens. 1 


vration and and one 
recent case 
iffected by the 


pathetically 


novel being svm 
broke 


was re 


experience ot 
treated by an official that he 
luggage I 
day as I the 
Anniversary Publication” of the Associa- 
Jewish Refugees in Great Britain Phis 


is a syMposium of brilliant articles by Jewish 


down and cried among his 


minded of all this the other read 


* Tenth 
tron ol 
writers 


who were among the 90,006 peopie admit- 


En route for , 


ted to this country from the German concentra- 
non camps in 1939, when we had at last recognised 
fuulty of all appeals to Hitléer’s 

Incredulously we heard a rumour 
behind the 
“* England 
Those 


in absolute 


the clemency 
spreading 

Report: 
refugees.’ 


barbed wire,” 


has 


says the 
opened her gates to 
who had nearly lost their belie! 
regamed it through this great 

Ihe Report tells the remark- 
ible story of their assimilation here, and one of its 
principal themes 1s the sull half-credulous con- 
vicuion that, despite the unhappy episode of the 
Isle of Man internments, “the officials of this 


country are your friends.’ 


among us 
value 


humanitarian act.” 


* * * 


Phe mystique of nationalism usually begins by 
ounding comic. Until they 
pompositices ol the 
unmustakably The 
Afrikaner volk certainly enters this category. It 
comes from an article in Inspan by Dr. Diede- 
one of the leading ideologues of South 
Aftrncan “Nationalism.” ‘The Afrikaner people, 
we read, is not only the “smallest volk the 
world,” but the real volk in southern 
Africa,” and, indeed, the only White volk in the 
whole of Africa. It is recognisable not by its 
country nor by its language. The Coloured com- 
South Africa has Afrikaans as its 
tongue—*“ and yet they are not part of ou 
people, and they would not be a part even if theu 
colour was white and not brown.” The Afrikaner 
volk’s real nature, apparently, was revealed by the 
Great Trek; but mainly by its attitude to the 
Bible. The Afrikaner, true and unalloyed, sces 
umself “as part of the but separate 
the created world in that he 
carnes with him a divine (godlike) element, in that 
he see 


became sinister, the 
Nazis 
latest definition of the 


arlies German were 


comic 


rict 
Pichs, 


‘only 


munity of 
mother 


Creation, 


trom the rest of 


himself as a link between eternity and the 
temporal and therefore as something particular to 
itself, and unique with its own reality and value 

His life is so completely 


vatural values that he 


dominated by super- 
is an idealist who seeks in 
the first place neither his own enrichment nor that 
of his community fo borrow from the well- 
known Duke of Wellington, 
who can believe that can believe anything 


story about the 
inyon 
. * . 
He: This is Donatello’s San Giovanni 
Sh You mean Don Giovanni? 
He: Silly, if Vd meant that 
Don Juan or Don John 
She: Don’t you mean John Donne? 
He : No, dash it, I mean Saint John 
She: Oh, Shaw? I thought you said 
omething or other ( 


I would have 


Dona 
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CRAFTY KOREAN 
Hart 


sh to remark, 
hManLUuarcc 
for plots that are 


And are not laid 


$ Rhee was hi 

He'd an ace up his sleeve, 

And he played a deep game 

to deceive 

X th ys the wily Korean, 

Occidentals would hardly believe! 
When he called from Korea 

The West sent 

he, 


tt 


him aid, 
no idea 
Of the » he 


had laid— 


not peak orean, 


iow the err was 


Syngman 
It wa 
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And cool, barefaced cheek, 
They discovered the cunning Korean 
Was a type 


Rhee’ 


hild-like 


mile 
and mee 


for devilish guile 


absolutely unique, 


Which was they 
In the trap that he planned, 
When they found they had fought 
To put Rhee in command, 
For the dodges of tricky Koreans 
European understand, 
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why I 
language is pla 
lippery old ha 
They ought to 
rafty Korean 
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SAGITTARI 


The New West 
Africa 


V. Prospects FOR DEVELOPMENT 


Dut political 
African nationalism in the past few years are 
beyond question for all who are willing to ex 


West 


now 


great achievement 


amine 
them with a reasonably unprejudiced eye. Count 
less numbers 
White 
proving 


advance 


ot Africans, commonly regarded by 
little better than 
themselves capable of 


Already the White 


appearance of an episode 


men as avag 
rapid 

man 

wes the 
It is permissible, then, to look beyond the i 

of political independence to what is 

in the field. Nigeria 


happening 
economic and the Gold 
Coast have closely similar economies and theretore 
problems. In 
the 


know how to make economic development 


common both  territoric the 


hardest task betore national leaders is to 
naren 
in step with the new political powers the 

shortly 
everybody that a 


cannot hope tor 


may possess. For it is ob 
primary-producing 
than the 
dependence so long as its economy remai 
the old condition of 


orld 
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idea a free choice, territories 
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finally frustrate widest political 


would prevent any permanent raising of tl 


for it "4 the 
standard of life, would leave the country 
open to the first cold breath of slump in world 


prices, and—perhaps most conclusively of all— 


per ple’s 





apNear 


umula- 


que 
mu 
much wider ques 
mMomic structs 
measure 


ec 
i real 
vuntries to he 
upposing that 
ast and 
ve industry 
middle ¢ requiring 
the means entren 
to take lessor rom ‘ i 
of India, Chin: nd elsewhe: { e are in t ition 
by developing « ‘wlines? control shall gai : 
is certainly foreigners l 5; 4 Nnost 
are ready ) n t 1 the intery 


it this proce 
African middle-clas to 
African banks ol 
already out-grown 
st, i ¢gin c I I DAVIDSO 
¢ ther 


aS sixteen 
lave 
at high rates of 1 pre 


banks in the proper 
timate lately put de i 
I \ ia and the 


thought 


Gold 


ol quc 


Ct as 


A reliable es 


about 
both of them, 


£1,600, 000, of 
yunds is in the National Bank | 
the quantity <« 


illion pr 
mg these banks enjoy a deservedly 
‘rling capital equipn 
Bi 


ant it 


ami 
they are devel 
», tl nb vest for lack t 
and resources ‘ ipparenatly, that t 
hope to play mu in Eastern Nigeria w 
i ‘ nerics And one 


cannot 


ime 
1c velopment 
ting habits take 
Africans in the Gold Coast 
heir money int 


expansion 
Gold 


Banking in the 


mped. By itselt 
capital will not 
being so, nearly 
territories agree that tl l 
t e the iva 


But although 


1 asking pointed parliamen 


read 
reign capital, either 
nent, there are widely divergent opini t 
tuming and the manner th programme 
l ot thought enditure 
Himsworth, 
“d 


wont 
pom 


ame 


ould be accepted. One s 


the British tratio 


adminis 
possibl replie 


ol 
made | 


e ideas 


in dustrialisation will be 
suppl 


attrachion of 
Eastern 


> jminediate 
mvested foreign capital 
tor in 


ls, ha 


Assembly in Nigeria, 
prevail 


ot thought 
accepung a 
lead-zine mines in that 1 
Darcy extensi rospecting need « velopme! 

\ leading sriti 

n this diversity 


vernment 


} \ 
chool 
untt 


about privat Kmerica é 


i 


being u 
Central Gi 


ol comm 


are now 


the Nigerian 
Nwapa, who has charge 
spoke tor this point of view when 
ich tamper 


a Govert 


that 
tatement 


bound to 
redit to onfidence 

his understanding 

Chi scl | th 
hat pohtc 
» ane 


ince, 
or heir o rr ¢ I 1 Ti tat dire 
ind State-controlled investmen nterpri foreign 


re is another imp< 


To the arguments 


ditional to a capitalist ec 


yrtant 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































u me feels, who by a lucky chance 

th uwimng was what they lad a 
d I} include the chairmen 
ments, one a native of Durham 
who in 1939 sold out a flourishing sweets-and 
tobacco shop in Wimbledon. I found them firm 
in their resolve never to return to city lite 

The estates do not go in for farming on 
the large scale. The accent is on vegetable grow 
ing, with pigs and poultry as important sidelines 
Here in Sussex each tenant has about four acres 
for lettuces and tomatoc This, as is well 
known, is a chancy business, and the resources of 
the Association in the way of technical advice, 
now given through the Ministry, are appreciated 


The 
Most tenants keep one or two hundred in battery 


ume is true where chickens are concerned. 


cages; and, by drawing on a pool of knowledge, 


they claim to have made thei poultry the 
healthiest in this part of the country 
What has the setthement to offer the small 


holder 
implicit in the promise to fit in with the farming 


in exchange for the surrender of freedom, 


policy decided on by the majority at the monthly 


meetings? First, an easy start for the young man 
without much capital—in the past eight years, 
most entrants have been under thirty years of age 
Fo buy a small-holding in working order now 
costs about £3,000 The Association will accept 
i tenant with £500 or less, and will provide 
him with further funds by means of low-:nterest 


Waiting for him he will find a solidly built 
1 large greenhouse, and the basic items of 
Once 


will depend on hi 


loan 
house, 
he takes over his four 


equipment 1eres, his 


ucces production ; there 1s 
egalitarianism here, no 
The 
ssful tenants have used their profits to 


no rigid utopian com 


munity of good longer-established and 


more SUCCE 


rect new greenhouses and expand their activities, 
o that the equipment with which they started is 


now only a small part of that which they now 
OW 
The heart of the scheme, however, is the 


The 
produce from the tenant, markets it, 


over the 


principle of collective marketing Association 


ollects the 
ind hand 


money, minus a deduction for 


transport costs and administrative expenses. It 
does not offer a fixed price, but what the market 
will bring. Thus the grower, unhke his cousin 


who is in business for himself, has no need to 


maintain a lorry, only used for a few weeks in the 


vear ; no need to buy crates and packing materials; 


no need to worry over whether he should deliver 


his produce locally, take it to Covent Garden, or 


risk the expense of rushing it to the north of 
England. The Association looks after all that. ‘The 
gain to the individual is twofold: he saves on over 


Ss a great deal of time, 


lof 


head expenses, and he say 
which he can devote to productive work inste: 
to chasing the markets 





Of course, there 1s another side to the 


If the 


marketing, ¢ 


picture 


Association makes a wrong decision about 
2 


ervbody is in the Phe success 


cart 


of an estate depends on mutual confidence 
between the estate manager and the tenants, In 
practice, there may be occasional breach 


that all 


few 


of the agreement trading must be 


done collectively tenants will resist the 


temptanon to get rid of a few lettuces to a nearby 


market for a higl 
Vhe real test of 


is provided by the ra of 


the success of the estat 
and 


In the early days 


COomIng LomMyL 


nong the tenants. holdings 


yanged hands frequently, and this militated 


wainst eflicrency ; but m different 


{ters are very 
tates I 


normal reason for 


now, at all events in the ¢ 


Death ol 
giving up a holding ; and the ne 


1 
Tikes 


visited 


idvanced age is the 


veomer generally 


over a gomg concern, not one which has 


been allowed to dilapidate while the tenant medi 


There is, of 


tated on the right moment to quit 





ourse, another reason for leaving the co-opera 
tive, the direct opposite of failure—succe on 
uch a scale as to tempt the tenant into buying 


frechold Jand and going into business for himself, 
free to seek his own markets and to grow different 
crops from those decided by vote. But very few 
do thi in an 


the 691 


average year, nine tenants among 


in the vhile four others returned 
The 
satisfied with the 
collectivism 
prise which the Association provides 


country, 


to wage-earning in agriculture. successful 


tenant seems to be perfectly 
and 
Improving 
a way chosen by himself, 
ind adding gradually to his capital, he continue 
himself of the advantages of collecti 
marketing and to submit to the policy of the 
settement as a whole 

The Land Settlement limited or 
both in concepuon and in effect. For 
in outsider might hope that an 


halfway-house between enter- 
his own equipment in 


to avail 


idea is a 


instance, 
organisation of 
to the con 
sumer, by cutting out at least some of the middle 
the business 


this kind might bring cheaper price 


vegetable 


men in and getting into 
more direct touch with the retailer Phi 
however, 18 not imong the Association’s 


ichievements, nor indeed among its aim 
What is impressive about the 
omething intangible, but which no 


mis 


estates 1s 
visitor can 
It is the absence of that worried, grumbling 


atmosphere which pervades the world of smalle 





ind poorer farmers—worry about marketing, 
about prices, about transport costs, about 
tomatoes from Italy, about a dozen other prob 
lems, never acute but never forgotten The 
tenant of the Land Setthment has a_ greater 
ecurity. It is not an absolute security; the 
Association, now officially an agent for the 
Ministry of Agriculture, is a commercial body 


with the duty of showing a profit, and ultimately 


is buffeted by the winds of economic force or 
unpredictable legislation as any other body of 
farmer But within these limits the security is 
real, and the ninety-six families of Selsey Bill feel 


it hey 
lettuces 


can with the job of growing 


MERVYN JONES 


Golden Goa 


al 
Soon after dawn the Goa shore lifts itself 
of the sea, 


get on 


out 
i horizon of purplish rocks and palms, 
the dark sails ot 
who 


Phe Indian 
trippers Bombay, fashion- 
ably scarfed, in tweeds and corduroys, have ac- 


cepted a mood of 


dhows 
aboard at 


abred by 


came 


and now 
gather in pyjama-clad groups to gaze respectfully 
horewards 


southern lassitude, 


As the ship swings into a river- 
mouth the shores close in, a red watch-tower on 
headland and baroque chapels gleaming 
the Over the starboard-bow 
Nova Goa is painted brilliantly on the sky, a 
hubbub of colour with chiming in the 
churches built on its ngh places. A few minutes 
later the gang-plank goes down, and as the pas 
engers 


every 
through greenery 


bells 


are released into the smiling apathy of 
the water-front, a flock of mynahs settle on the 
ship’ 


ngging A line of golden omnibuses wait 


to bear the voyagers away to distant parts of the 


territory The town itself is served by calashes 
of skeletal elegance, drawn by ponies who, even 
while dozing in the shafts, are unable to relax 
their straining posture. For foreigners there are 


taxis of reputable old Continental make, 
De Dion Bou They are 

brasswork and advertusements tos 
\l 


Hindu 


such as 


ron, decorated with 


German beer 





usually Christians, 


more 


though their owners are 


considered as 
matters of 


gods, effective in 


purely re protection 


yutne 


than, say, 
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St. Christopher, squat amongst the artificial 
flowers over the dashboard 

Phe quay which is really the heart of the 
town, 1s presided over by a statue, not—as om 


would have expected—of the great Albuquerque 
founder of the colony, but of one José Custodio 
Faria, 


who, the inscription relate disc i 
the doctrine of hypnotic suggestion.” Faria, w 
not Mentioned in short textbooks on the sul 


ject, 18 dressed in a wicked squire’s cloak 
Wuthering Heights period, and is shown 
ingly in action 


His subject—or victim—a 


lady with a Grecian hair-style, has been caught in 


the moment of falling, one wim foot in the air, 
left hiy about while Faria 
potently extended. Hex 
expression is rapt; his intense, perhaps demoniacal 
Mhe background to this petrified drama is a 
of shops and taverns, coloured hike the wings of 


tropical birds and decorated with white plaster 


to strike the ground 
leans over her, finger 


crollwork, seemingly squeezed out of a tub 

A stranger, newly landed, is whisked quickly 
beyond the range of Faria’s ardent gaze. Ahead 
him strides the porter, carrying on his shoulde: 
the luggage which several small boys, running 
either side, reach up to touch with their finger 


ups, as il 


it contained relics of extraordinary cur: 


tive virtue. This attendance entitles them t 
laim a reward of one anna apiece. The baggag« 
is then placed in the taxi, and the newc: 


driven to the 





Hotel Central, because it 


way from the centre of 


the town, and therefor 
1 worthwhile taxi-fare All this happens to b 
to the 1 


good. The Central is a pr 


Goa, and worthy of me 


C1lous 


reposito! 
of the atmosphere of 
tion net on advertised attraction 


mall tiled dungeon, called a bathroom, avail 


account Of 1ts 
the 


ible with every room—but of many | tangibl 
charms unappreciated by the management I 
fine old Portuguese colonial building g 





n from the red earth of Goa is th I 
of Spanish oxide, with its main facade red 
in green tle ind a white make-belief balcony 


wall 


down a 


oulded on one Coconuts and frangipam 


blossoms float jade-green stream at the 


house, and burnished, bright-cyed 





crows come hopping into the front rooms and tr 
i fly away with the guests’ sun-glass¢ I 
beach just across the road, and you can 


ind watch Goans prowling about it in search of 
the with which they then 
old-fashioned mother-of-pearl windows. A cab 
driver sleeps on his 


nacreous discs repai 
seat under 
and 
wants to go, the waiter leans out and wakes him 
up by pulling the end of his whip 


a banyan-tree just 


outside the dining-room, when any guest 


Old Goa 1s eight miles away up the river. With 
the exception of five great churches standing im 
pressively isolated in a jungle 
ruin Ihe Bom 
uperbly baroque, houses the principal treasure 
{ the old Portuguese Indies in the 
mortal remains of St 


clearing, it 1s a 
Carthaginian Jesus, vast 
‘ shape ot the 
Xavier, the great 
evangelist who was not quite successful in the 


Francis 
conversion of the Japanese. Owing to its world 
wide reputation for miracle-working the mummi 
fied body 


size 


has undergone a gradual decrease in 


Inspired by the example of who 


a Pope 
asked for an arm to be severed and sent to him, 


pilgrims have succeeded, under an 


OSCcUuLaALOry 
pretence, in gnawing small portions off the saintly 
inatomy and carrying them away in their moutl 

the phalanx 


kept in a silver reliquat 


Sometimes these 
ol a th 
iter if 


were recovered, anc 


mb 1 which, 
has been wrapped in a protective clotn 
placed in the visitor’s hand 

St. Francs 
mculyv, 


to Go 


Xavier, although of indisputabk 
was partly responsible for the bringing 
of the Inquisition, which he believed to bi 


t 
essential tor the I 


survival in the In 





he kind 
bother 
ning po 
Hitleri 


the head 


CKet 
in 


1 
irlicte, 


all Indian f 


ub-titie 


1 race,” 
where a 
“se ru 
eight n 
lat one ¢ 


t seeing a whi 


the Goanese 


tianitv would 
is Indians 
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te Skin, and that 
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exceedingly re 
There 
than in India, 
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ual advertisements for brides of fair o1 
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Che Chris 


> to remain as 


believe th 

under Porte 
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vy Filmindia wa 
ed Goa ot large 

it did not add t 


are a regular leature o 


ndeed unlikely that Goa 
the event of 
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they are, 


i plebi cite 
tian would cer- 
whilst many 
it they are bet 
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Wali; 


ling poverty con 


suntryside 


son firmer grout 


hatt jone throug! 


ince Of Corrupt In 1 t tier official 


border flows 
things 
itiable; fou 


line A 


that of gold, carried not it 


oat the smugglers 


caravans, thus strangely 


irshalled for the trek ac 


ior wi 


more 


> slum 
themseive 


it rent rather than a 
hich the hunger of 
ntain-pens, watches, and 
important traffic is 
lorries but in the bodies 
and whole human 
burdened, are regularly 


Here 


ross the frontier 


SPEED THE SCRAP 


Almost every steel-using firm possesses 
form of old plant, redundant buildings, machinery and spares 


it is wanted back in the steelworks to make the 


your own and other factories need so 
urgently 

Have a search made on your premises 
Make prompt decisions to turn in all the 
old iron and steel you can find. Scrap mer- 
chants are glad to help with dismantling 


and collection. 


SPEED THE 
. 


scrap iron and steel in the 
I very ton ol 


supplies of new steel that 


THE RAILWAYS 
GET A MOVE ON 


Ihe amount of 
by the stall ol 
Railways is) eno 
and the quantity of iron 
and steel 
they rounded up in 1951 


was 644,000 tons 


“alvage 
British 


mous 


scrap Ww hich 
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Federation, Steel 


House, 
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Goa’s present 
it half a street of delightful 


the source of 


and on the strength of 


mm hes prosperity 
id building has been torn down and replaced 
by a miniature Karl Marxhof in 
housing shops which sell 
goods. Thus perish 
protected, 


Goa’s 


grey cement 
but 


the charm which poverty 


nothing American 


other immediate commercial advantage 


depends on the fact that it is an alcoholic oasis 


in a largely dry sub-continent 
Indian weekender who has been unab! 


a paradise for the 
to wangle 
an addict, 
ind therefore entitled to a ration of costly liquor 
In Goa he can sit and drink all day, so long as 
he succeeds in concealing intoxication, 
for at the slightest policeman will 
appear to conduct the celebrant to a cell, which is 
hkely to be less well-arranged than those provided 
in the Inquisition building of old 


i doctor’s certificate classifying him a 


obvious 


disorder a 


Goa prides itself on the sobriety of its pleasures. 
beyond an 
occasional snake-charming, and a well-censored 
cinema show. Night-clubs do not exist. If you 
want to listen to music, you must go down to the 
waterfront to the Café Praia, where Arabs, pious 
and withdrawn—who are supposed to do a little 
gold-smuggling on their own account —sit pulling 
a\ their hookahs and drinking gishr, a decoction 
made to their own specification from the husk of 
the coffee-bean. Sometimes they tell the 

of the place to switch off Radio Cairo, and begin 
to hum nasally and to pluck at the strings of 
archaic instruments, At ten o'clock a paternal 
authority sends all citizens home to bed by turn- 
ing out the city lights. Obediently the Arabs get 
up from their table and their 
to their Phe dhows are 
midstream, with the 


on decorative 


‘There are no popular amusements 


owner 


rope way down 


canoes anchored in 


silhouettes of ancient ships 


maps. Even if there 1s no moon- 


hight you can follow the path of the canoe by a 


ripple of phosphorescence as the spoon-like oars 


ol a flute 
NorMAN Lewis 


stur the water, or by the dechning not 


Fish 


TING, exhibiung there ts hardly a mai 
a woman in England who doesn’t do 
And in off-hours 


whe re 


one of 


the other we cnjoy casting 


im. eye others have made their cornet 


Baby-fanciers spare a glance for dogs and can 
; the stamp-collector goes to mark the snail 
watcher; hobbies distantly 


are 
shake the 


At the moment in Lon- 


nod to, of 
head over, one another 
don, exhibition fever has reached a height, with 
Plate the Prevention of 
Accidents there, “Tea Cosies off the Haymarket, 
lewer, Mechanical Handling, the 
Braille Centenary and the Royal ‘Tournament, the 
British Clockmakers beckoning us to Kensington, 
and the Antique Dealers to Park Lane. No end 
to at My own oddity has sought its barnacles at 
the National Aquarium Exhibition 


Corporation here and 


\rmour at the 


, in the family 
Royal Horti 
earlier all 
bothered 
had 
being, sel up in row 

Many of these had to be tut 

the array of plants, rocks, gravels, 
Little 


tone, 


I was there—fish being, as it were 


before the opemmneg. In the 


Hall, where 
been 


i day 
cultural only a tew hours 


had 


aquarists pulsed the air, 


vegetative, now busy, 


Six hundred tanks 
been, « 


were In process ol 


wired, labelled 
mished, and 
thermostats, thermometers, wa 


river bed 


staggering 


were being enscened stone by 


clump by clump; water hot and cold was being 


ind fro; filter dynamos were humming ; 


borne to 
the fish, obscured in portable jars and dixies, 
] 


were mtroduced to the tamily parties or the soli 


tary confinement that tor some ltde while was 


he their G 


chalant fish and 


odd 


h, and fish tor 


and fish and non 
whom the 
whole business h I 1 mistake from 
10,000 of them 
my wife and I, she 


tart to 
finish There were 


We 


domiciled our own fish in the 


being the aquar 


bare litle 
from which they would have to face judges and 
the public. It terrible, the parting. On 
Hyphessobrycon Serpe had kept his colour, and 
on him were pinned our hopes. He might tak 
a Fourth. We prayed for a Fourth. As 
omen I pointed out that I managed to get one 
at Oxford; and so we fled chaos. 

By two o'clock next day the judging is all over 
and the show, due to last three days, open. W< 
arrive late, in a panic. Our club tank (Hendon), 
to which we have contributed fish and plants, 
wears a Second. I steal off to look at the 
He is splendid, and on his glass shine 
label of a ‘Third Prize! Eureka. In an ex 


we go the round of the show, 


cubicle 


was 


a good 


Serpe 
s the green 
sLasy 
enjoying every 
exhibit 

All the rainbow is there, sometimes in a single 
fish-tail. ‘The Siamese fighters, plumed rather 
than finned, feline, and with a hint of the manne 
quin parade, astound in cornflower blue, verdigris, 
cream-red; scarlet and green Neons 
Piccadilly; there are silver-pink Barb 
Petras and midmght Molhies; an un-fishlike 


mity has 


outglow 
and lemon 
dig 
junks 


suprem 


something of mandarins and 
Angel its hon-like 
in captivily, a 
ind tupid Phe 
themseives 


for the 


lion, too t any 


rate 


also rather bored Flying Foxes 
are a The 
resemble alert 


a pity, perhaps, that there were 


—which describe 
Cats, 


rarity 


though fascinating, more 
dormice. It is 
no salt-water c1 then we might 


hav so 
I upposc 


atures here, tor 


ea-horses and sea-cows 


one misses a litthe—in a collection 


that includes all the fancifulness of goldfish and 


hubunkin, besides frogs 


lotl 
pomorphism doesn’t exist here 


terrapins, green axo 
Anthro 
There is 
that 
the owner and which the dog ? 
People don’t come to resemble fish, or the other 
can't old 
would find it difficult to pick up onc 
habits; and if at one stage ol 
have been willed fish, no le 
persisted 
fish 
We 


ire congratulating ourselves once again, when the 


any trace of the almost-human 


none 


hat dehghtful uncertainty overhangs 


which 1s 


way about; they grow together and 


another's 
our becoming we 
the kinship hasn't 
them, are 


Fish, however you look at 


come back to our miraculous Serpe, and 


*s made a mistake 
all round; and the green label 
Phis is 


judge comes round to say he 


smiles 


Apologies, 


scored through ulmost more than we 
We gaze at 


pinkly 


has faded 
look 
poor 


G. W 


bear. The rainbow 
Serpx 


pleased), and at 


can 


our never did he more 


fish! 
STONIER 


one another 


French Basket 


Ti ight of French youths playing Basket Ball 
causes many an English person to shake his head 
sorrowlully at yet another confirmation of 
effeminacy of the French, and to march on with 
superior tread, It is wiser, however, particularly 
in this small town, to make no 
course, a stray visitor might not know that our 
team has caused the name ot the 
featured on the weekly 
Paris newspaper and 
basket-ball fan might not realise that, 


of our 


the 


comment, Of 


semor 
be prominently 


town to 

sports 
page of many a even a 
as a result 
team’s successes, we now have public 
shower-baths, which are the envy of the neigh- 


bouring towns, and the lowest rates in Normandy. 


The ew Statesman and Nation, June 


This could not have happened, if our 
had not been an 
here may be 
devoted to the interests f 
nines aS M. Marchal i but none 
ave acted so promptly and energetically 
senior basket-ball team 
First Division to the 
d’Excellence Nationale M Marcha! 
that the open-air pitch 
basket-ball 
important 
not 
opponents as 


upporters 


de mairic¢ ardent bi 


upporter other 
yiairte is 
to his, 
our won promotion 
the regional Divi 
small, 
teams was inadequate 
matches to be played next sea 

it wa enough f uch well-known 
the Racing Club and 
Moreo the team 

have long, expensive journeys to make, to Ly 
and to the Swi fr elsewh 


ybtain the nece 


digne or such 
future 
Parisian ver, 
ontier and 
ary funds a mi 
must be assured at every home match, even during 
t of the \ 
M. Marchal saw all this 


he thought with joy of the firs 


the wor weather 


and 
Sitting there 
by bulky files 


yvead upon his hands and ran his finger 


next 


troubled 


pro pect tor season, 
became 


urrounded 
! 
} 


and paper ‘ 
bowed hi 
through greying hair much thinned by adminis 
For a while an I 
thought that thi 


servant was 


trative care observer might 
have conscientious public 


neglecting his duties, But this wa 
from his desk and 


Within 


the plars for the extension of thx 


uddenly rose 


dusty file 


not s He 


fetched a from a cupboard 


the file were 


market-hall and the raising of its roof; there wa 
the correspondence with I 
and with the 
All that the file 
approval of the scheme 
had 
laudable though the ide 
hall undoubtedly was 
repairs to the 
M. Marchal looked 
and then went upstairs with determined tread to 
the office of the Mayor 


contractor with the 

Ministry of 
lacked was the 

But the Left 

, 


maintained th 


Prefer So ‘Town 


Planning Town 
Council’s 
wing councillor always 
of an improved market 
the and 


need of houses 


schools was more imperative 


carefully through the fil 


Che following week the Mayor called a council 
the supplementary 
We soon knew 
irrespon sible 

Petit 
meeting had been taken up with a discussion on 
the market-hall that, 
Mayor now proposed to use the enlarged market 
hall as a basket-ball stadium 
was appreved by 


mecting to vote dbudget for 


the year even before we re. 


the usual account m the k 


paper, Le Bonhomme—that most of th 


project; and since th« 
the 
| he 


only opposition came from the two Communist 


week, 
a large majority 


once a 
matter 
councillors ; but even this, we knew, was mainly 
because there were no young Communists in the 
senior team. The improved market-hall was also 
to be turnished with four shower-baths, for 
As the Mayor 
our team would no doubt find such 
amenities available when it played at Paris and at 
Lyons ; and the least we could do, in support of a 
team that would carry the 
and 


the 
use of the players. pointed out, 


progressive 


name of the town tar 
vide, was to show that, situated in the pr 

the Council 
that 1s fully aware of the importance of hygicne 


vinces though we are, town has a 
and modernity 

work the market-hall 
and continued all through the summer without 
meonveniencing, tO any great extent, the market 
that week. Work was 
conunuing a week before our team was 
play its first home match in the Division d’Excel- 
lence Nationale. 
but the gas was not connected ; the concrete pitch 
laid but the 
spectators’ benches were in place 


The soon began on 


was held there every sull 


due to 
rhe shower-baths were installed, 


was down, neither nets nor the 


Naturally, 
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Mayor and the Right 


Ives 
themselves, 


wing ¢ 


without much ¢ 
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The Arts and 


ALDEBURGH 
Apr BURGH must be the most enjoyable of all 
festivals 
the Earl 


In a foreword to this year’ 
Harewood peculates Da) 
while he supposes—horrid imagining x 
ported Aldeburgh: the would have to be 
taken, the grey, inimical sea of Grimes (yet 
prisingly welcoming at the shore) which stretch 
to an horizon amazingly distant. “The whole town 
would have to go, and also the audience, friendly 
congenial company who smile in the streets be 
cause they happy to be here. Probably 
Aldeburgh was as delightful a place twenty year 
ago, before it acquired a local genius. But as 
Constable altered for ever the aspect of Salisbury 
Cathedral, so we hear now Crabbe’s ot 
the flood, With . 
through different ears 

Phis year’s are the boys of the Copen 
hagen Royal Choir, who sang Benjamin Britten’s 
Ceremony in the Parish Church last 
Saturday work, written ten years ago, is a 
masterpiece transcendental beauty which 
catches at the heart. The ravishing harp part 
beautifully played by Enid Simon; the choi 
avoided both the blanched, breathy, toneless flut- 
ing which is so often our “ cathedral tone,” and 
the admirably passionate and vibrant sounds ot 
Italian trebles (who aim at being lithe Caniglias, 
while English choristers, at their emulate 
Miss Baillic). ‘These Danish boys sing with a 
steady, even-coloured but not colourless tone, pure 
and unforced from middle C to A above the stave 
The long breath of their phrasing is astonishing, 
and they keep in tune The singing 1s seldom 
spontaneous, and not what is conventionally called 
expressive; but a_ clear, and beautitully 
phrased account of Pergolesi’s etly poignant 
Stabat Mater with several cellent solo 
achieved an expressiveness of its own. Mogens 
Woldike, the conductor, secures precise and finely 
pointed performances. A later concert, in the 
Jubilee Hall, included two distinguished examples 
of Danish Gade’s lullaby Sol dé roppe, ind 
Nielsen’ Underlige Aftenlufte 

Phe appointment, this year, is that there 
is no Britten opera. Sull, Arthur Oldham ’s ver- 
of Lov Village, in Basil 
sprightly production and Osbert Lancaster nart 
and pretty fresh and pleasing. ‘The 
original is a ballad opera, probably compiled by 
Isaac Bickerstatle (whose libretto’ has some 
extremely funny lines) and Arne, who wrote about 
half the music After The Opera, 
Oldham’s realisation im the manner was 
bound to suffer by comparison 
the usual English Opera Group 12-piece 
and the figuration show talents, but there is often 
a { contrivance and they lack the heht 
touch and unaginative recreation of Britten’s 
prece April Cantelo made a pretty heroine, but 
in the end it was really the splendid acting of 
(Peter Pears Gn a rich and rounded com 
o! squire), Norman Lumsden 
which made it enjoyable 
must be noted briefly In an 
recital the artisury of Joan Cross and Peter 
Pears showed that it is possible to sing translated 
opera The Amadeus, surely 
(but really lush, sensuous quartet tone be- 
come an Itahan prerogative?), played Mozart and 
Schumann with Benjamin Britten, whose phrasing 
of the lyrical strains was unforgettable. Petet 
Fricker’s Quartet One Movement, the piece 
which first brought his name before the public, 
is a vital, compelling work, lucid in intention and 
execution, with a beauty of sound in the last two 
sections that is an element in his style too seldom 
appreciated 

The rest of the week offered Schutz’s Mat 
Passion, Britten plaving the early ozart | 
concerto, K.271, his cantata Rejoice in the 1 
and a new choral work by Lennox Berkeley. 
These are dips at randém: one could as well have 
chosen Imogen Holst’s lecture on English word 
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study 
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Other 
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events 
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has 
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hew 
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amb, 


Entertainment 


illustrated by Deller), Mewton Wood's 
and Primrose’s recital, Pears and Ferrier singing 
the new Canticle, or the Hindemith, Saint-Saens, 
Poulenc chamber concert. ‘Then too in a private 
studio Sir Kenneth Clark has arranged an 
exhibition of Charles Keene, that Punch draughts 
man whom Whistler called “the greatest English 
artist since Hogarth The filled 
with John Pipers 


setting 


church hall is 


ANDREW PORTER 


LESSER THAN MACBETH 


*VERYONE was hoping last week that, after an 
inauspicious start at Stratford, Sir Ralph Richard 
on would pull out the stops and 
uninhibited full-blooded Macbeth 

to be. Macbeth, which, tor some 
perhaps only actors can explain, has defeated so 
many hopes, defeated them again. It may be that 
Sir Ralph was attempting some new interpreta 
tion of the role which either 
across we were too dense 
different, interpretation 
temptation to actors and 
Shakespeare is so widely, 
well performed 


give us an 
But it was not 
reason that 


failed 


to pick up 


he to put 
| ne 
standing 
producers ne it 
and on the whole, so 
But the part of Macbeth offers 
little opportunity for such an approach; or, to put 
it another way, whatever new is put in, two things 
cannot be lett out if the play is to succeed in per 
formance. First Macbeth must be at the 
beginning and at the end visibly a fighter, and 
secondly the whole play must at the very least 
come alive as a grisly horror story 

Neither these conditions was fulfilled at 
Strattord. The Macbeth Sir Ralph presented to 
us could never have won a battle at all, unless one 
were to suppose that in the fighting before the 
play had received the last of a 
concussions This alone would explain why 
should meander, punch drunk, through 
that followed. Without torce violence 
him the melodrama can never catch light 
the murder scene here could hardly have 
tamer. “Is this a dagger that I see before 
Phe question was speculatively px 
expecting the answer: “Dear me, yes I rather 
iis.” “Phere were certainly less of the 
vagarics of intonauon which marred Sir Ralph's 
Prospero, but the immense varieties and subtleties 
of the verse were overborne by kind of 
monotony of delivery that wore down 
truly of the mysteries of the theatre that 
fine an actor could make so poor a showing in this 
part 

Mr. John Gielgud’s production did not have 
much chance against these odds, which was 
for there were many points of interest in it 
the scenery designed by 
with Mr. Michael Northern, 
reminder other modes than 
permanent set obsession, The references, as 
musicians say, to Gordon Craig (heights and 
depths suggested by black curtains) may serve to 
loosen up the fixed mould in which designers are 

of becoming set. It was something of 

a relict to see “tabs” in use again, and to have 
the banquet scene, tor instance, set behind them 
and revealed to us, instead of in the present con- 
vention, having the whole paraphernalia wheeled 
on (probably into the open by the serving 
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some occult manner knowledge can be imbibed 
merely by sitting with half-closed eyes in a room 
lined with books. In fact I do read a few of 
them and I constantly lend books to other people 
who I think would read them with greater profit 
than myself. For the most part however I just 
look at them or take them down and stroke them 
from time time. Book-collecting, I would 
have you know, is a full-time occupation, and 


to 


one wouldn't get far if one took ume off for 
frivolities like reading 


A.N MUuNBY 


TOURISTS 
Escape to Sunshine. By GrorGe RAINBIRD 
Collin t 
An Unfinished Journey. By Prrer bt 
Wingate. 15 
A Sabine fourney. 
Putnam, 18 
Spring in Sicily. By JTrrer 
Weidenfeld & Nicholson. 15 
This is the century of the 
is let out on his chits and tniptyques, a marked 
agent of exchange between one group of taxpayers 
and another If he could reveal what was in his 
mind’s eye as he watched the Apennines, the Alps 
or the Sierra, it would be cape with figures 
decimals, the paper money of anxiety. But he 
is desperate tor those two or three weeks of guilty 
once rummaged through, 
fronuer cage, he is returned to hi 
file One can 5s } value for the 
Mr. Rainbird \ France, 
ind Spain, 4,000 miles 47, for “Joy 
8-h.p. car More than a 
keener than 
for him, to arrive than to ve 
in him that pleasurable nullity, 
of mind we take abroad with us 
Rainbird is the indefatigable non-speaker 
language, 


Pou: 


By ANTHONY RHODE: 


QUENNELI 


man. He 


permitte 


a land 


freedom, betore, 
checked at the 


More 


nation’s 
money mn 
Portugal 
and 


tourist, a 
2 


mic voraciou 
little 
driver. Better, 
One recognise 
that opaquenes 
For Mr 
of the the compulsive smiler in the street 
market, iumphant with deaf and dumb languag¢ 
in the hotel, the banterer ot police, the suspector 
of guides, the price-comparer off of 
pestterous urchins, the man who passes through 
this world but once and who knows when to keep 
his eves shut: that in the 
world) 1s comes 


the brusher 


if one wishes t 
most of the 
home with a windscreen view of the world and en- 
riched by an emphatic conclusion that “the main 
pot about a long journey undertaken in such a 
short time ts, I hanging 7 
Mhis is tourism unalleviated by curi 
remorse—the immodest hotiday 

Mr. Rainbird is basic and represents the gemal 
ity of the know-how His book on France, 
Spain and Portugal is a shattering reflection on 
lite in Oxtordshire With Mr Polnay we 
graduate in the next phase: the low-down. (“ We 
tried to ring the bell, but no bell was working.’ 
Fractiousness and doubt have come in. He 
to know Marseilles “in the old days”; the pu 
ful Perigordians cannot put him 
had been in the Lot for fitteen vears—so 
can’t those workmen hammering 
there a cynical error in the bill He know 
poker-players quarrelling in the cafes; truffles, 
time goes by, put them 
in everything as speculative 


survive 


modern time Hy 


think, the ever-c cene 


SIV, anger or 


de 
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h- 
He 


why 


I ACTOSS 


ind is 


become overrated—why 
prices 


and the 

as Shellac A knowing fellow, he understand 

the curtain suddenly drawn in the room over 
the shop opposite the café after Mass on Sunday 
morning Monsicur has given wife a 
vermouth on the terrasse only minutes 
ago went across to the shop. The door had been 
left open. Presently the curtains will be drawn 
back, monsicur will return, and one story 
ot Maupassant will have completed itself—only 
Maupassant has not written it. In the Dordogne, 
one would say the food is not as good as it was 
and the Auvergnats know nobody likes them and, 
actively, do not care. Mr. de Polnay is so com 
pelled towards the low-down that one might take 


are 
why 
ire 
just his 


and five 


more 


his book as a gay attempt to keep one off a region 
that evidently delights him. 

Mr. de Polnay’s France approaches Wigan Pier 
and is done by light, clever, jaded writer who 
takes his pleasure with a lot of vinegar. Mr 
Anthony Rhodes is young, enterprising, intelli- 
gent and fitfully bumptiou He exhibited him 
self on a donkey to the poor inhabitants of the 
Sabine mountains and went from one wretched 
place to another, from Riet: to Aquila, Sulmona, 
Pivoli and Rome and took the donkey’s 
with him. <A wise plan for he came by 
company, and he puts these 
entertaining way and jollies up 
formation that into guide books. One way 
and another, there is a lot of information about 
contemporary Italy in the book, but it does come 
tly from talk and there is 
tacetiousness about the 
all for 
journalist is likely 

Where these three writer: 
their cultural or historical 
text. It sticks out in 

Quennell’s admirable Spring in 
Sicily is, as we would expect, a well-digested 
book, and if it is sometimes hasuly written and i 
meant to be no more than a light mixture of travel 
ind comment, it has the large advantage of experi 
ence, scholarship, taste and the capacity for reflec 
uon. He is little interested in “actualities” and 
when he touches on a subject like the mafia he 
is too urbane, romantic and summary. The 
complex permanent resistance movement, no 
but it appears 
into something politically unromantic and sinister, 
with a nasty colour. But 
Mr. Quennell’s real concern is with Greek Italy, 
with the mysterious quarries of Syracuse, 
hedonists of Girgenti, the falling and fading waves 
of Carthaginian, Saracen and Norman, and _ the 
marks they left upon the towns, thei 
irchitecture and their art, and this is where hi 
power of evocation and criticism is 
elt. He is a polished essayist who runs naturally 
to the romantx 


people down in 
the kind of 


goes 


1 hangover « 
Italians whe 
subtlety than a 
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um 
comedic ( more 
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ceed 
informa 
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do not su 
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doubt: nowaday 
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nel pill 
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solated 


we expect to see 


cum doomed to confineme 

n armed gu 

brood 

mou id ‘ 
A fantasy Yet (Mr. Quennell the humanist 
the dark gods of man’s diabohcal nature 
periodically return to destroy civilisation rhe 
hedonists of Girgenti were helpless and if some 
great courage in the the 
writer of their elegy presently notes a 
pettiness in the epicurean t Ihe 

of Agragos are not remarkable for them- 

es, but only for their brilliant placing on the 
skvline 

So the traveller goes on, pausing here to explain 
that the vernal Sicily of Theocritus was a make- 
believe evoked in exile, or there that classical art 
was killed by satiety The Hellenic artist was an 
animist; the Hellenic craftsman a wearisome 
dweller on the sensual surface of things. Or, 
turning aside, the traveller describes the slopes of 
Etna, the civilising ef the Normans in Palermo, 
the extraordinary passion for the tales of the Pala- 
dins in the puppet shows of that city, the snarling 
of a sermon in Here and there 


notes 


discovered disaster 


yy lished 
certain 


temple 


iste 
ly 
“Ci 


} 


Svracuse one 


The New Statesman and Nation, June 21, 1952 


catches a studied pose, a mannerism of style over- 
done, but, eloquent and imaginative, Mr. Quennell 
is the passing, persu traveller who kt 
what he thinks and what he wants t dw 
a good deal warmer than the man of tast 
© common in the very literary annal 
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CALYPSO AT SHORT LEG 
Cricket All the 
Collins, 15 
Next Man In. By GreraLp Bropriss. Putnam. 1¢ 
W.G. Grace. By Ciirrorp Bax. Frank Woolley. 
By OLIVER WARNER. Phoenix House. 5s. each 
Straight Hit. By Keirh Mirrer & R. S 
WHITINGTON. Latimer House 12s. 6d 
Sun and Shadow. By Deni 
Stan Paul ] 3 Od, 
Allin the Game. By R. ¢ 
Dobson. 7s. 6d 


Year. By NEVILLE Carl 


In 
ROBERTSON 
The Echoing Green. By ARL( 
mans. 11s, 6d. 
The cricket-book 
opened with a powerful, varied a 
ks appeared, mostly 
cketers nor writers of quality, all dealing def 
ively or bitterly with the 1950-51 M.C.« 
Few offered than f 
for which is W's : 
Neville Cardus with 
book with an accoun 
there are more 
room 


JOHN 


season, unlike 


me 18 bk 


tour 


acts, 


phrases 
tories than renasi 
ind this 1 
reprinting from newspaper 
as in Mr. Robertson-Glasgov 
re rewarding; more ofte 
book-mak 


51 
ina 


difficult 


in clumsy 
raging to bookse 


Cardus, in his introd 


writes n I ny < Do 


I tried to break 
myself of the habit years Mr. Cardus, by 


recognising that limited virtues quickly degene: 


ia, rear, 
cricket there is seemingly 1 
ago 


neglected 


into vices if abused, does sensible, if 
At 
rom him, he tells u \ 
great pleasure. Apart 
succinct analysis of English 
Mr. Cardus nine 
Three of these are essays in general terms 
Trent Bridge, Lord’s, ¢ Mr. Cardu 
ricket-watching youth he remainder are pr 


files of 


colleagues any 


brilliant, 


tailings, offers new 


contemporary, Or near-contemporary, 
players Compton, Miller, Sims, Bradman, 
Hutton and Rhodes. Here, in the last three par 
ticularly, Mr. Cardus works himself free of mer 
urnalism, 1 batsman passing beyond the 
of utilitv. He 


q 
*, striking effects of analysis: 


reaches for, nc 


erfect at using the dea 
blanket of a buffer, 
rise from tl t 

Tnougn With an anzxs 


ey are beautifully written, these ¢ 


and none more so than 
a recent conversation 


of Mr, ¢ 


judgment, elegant in style 
the account of 
one of the 

Mr. Bre 

¢ skeleton of Rait Kerr’s The Lavws } 

icket Where Col. Rait Kerr gave a straight 
orward account of when cricket laws changed and 
into what forms, Mr, Brodribb 
recording anomalies, how and why they ¢ 
Mr. Brodribb, as well as being the best 
tudent of also a good writer. Well 
read, he discusses cricket in a civilised context 
and has quotations from Trollope, Miss } 
Russell Mitford, Edward Thomas 
Joyce it his elbow He is a SLO 
curious and his book is full of details such a 
that the score-sheet of the 1843 Gentlemen \ 
Players match has the entry: “C. G. Taylor, hat 
knocked on wicket, b. Hillyer, 89.” 

Next, two additions to the excellent Cricket: 
Mr. Clifford Bax on the Nx 


with Rhodes 
irdus § art 


show t 
hanged 
ind of 


staustics, 1s 


and 
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JUNE 20 
THE BOOK SOCIETY'S CHOICE 


A Man y- 
Splendoured 
Thing 


the most beautitully written and 


We true love ores ever told 


by HAN SUYIN 


ANNE TRENEER 
A Stranger in the 


Midlands 


By the author of Schoolhouse in th 
Wind, and Cornish Years 
Fk. KINGDON-WARD 
Plant Hunter io 
Manipur 


A book which will interest a far wider 
public than the small company of alpine 
botanists” DAILY TELEGRAPH 


J. KINGDON-WARD 
M Hill So Strong 


An account of the hazards whilst plant 
hunting with her husban Hhustrated 


Ea 
ANDRE SIEGERIED 
1 he ( hara fer of Peoples 


By the author of Su and Panama, 
African Journ cle 12s. 6d. net 


EDWARD MacCURDY 
The Mind of Leonardo 


da Vinci 


By the editor of The Notehooks of 
Leonardo da Vinci. Ulustrated 18s. net 
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‘MAD MIKE’ 
CALVERT’s 

own story of his 77 Brigade chindits 
on Wingate’s second expedition 


ou 


Prisoners of Hope 
With an Introduction by 
PETER ELEMING 


Book Society Recommendation 
with many illustrations and maps 
16s. net 


JONATHAN CAPE 











Beatrice Webb's 
DDasertes. 1912-1924 


Edited, MARGARET COLE, = Introdu 5 LORD BEVERIDGE 


Phe personal diaries of Beatrice Webb presented in this book carry on 
the story which she began in My Appre esup and continued in Ow 
Partnership. Vhey cover the period ot the First World War, tollowed by 
that which saw the rise ot Labour to poWer Ihe final entry concerns 
the formation ot the first Labour Government in 1924 

Beatrice Webb’s portraits of many of the decisive personalities of the 
day are brilliant examples of her shrewdness as a yudge of character. It 
is these pen pictures—ot men such as Llovd George ‘rnard Shaw, 
George Lansbury, Ramsay MacDonald, Oswald Mosley, Edward Grey, 
Arthur Henderson, and a host of others—which make the Diaries a 
living and vivid commentary on the history of our own tim« Is 


4 1 
Good Company 


The Story of the Children’s Entertainment 
I'ilm Movement in Great Britain, 1943-50 


MARY FIELD 


Between 1944 and 1950, Mary ld produced nearly two hundred 
special entertainment films for 1 tor the J. Arthur Rank 
Organization She tells her i touches of humour, how she 
managed to reconcile the wi i 1 Advisory Council with the 
requirements of a weekly audience of four huadred thousand children 
who had cach paid sixpence to be entertained 12s. Od. net, 1 ited 


v,e 
Witdcheralt 
PENNETHORNE HUGHES 


The aut ft this brillant new study succeeds in 
showing how witcheraft i a dwindling =r 

membran of the first group religions of man 
kind but h ilso indicat that socame, m 
time, those other thing Christan parody 

deliberate diabolism or crucl nonsen whict 
opimon at different periods telt it to hx 

This book will be published next Wednesday, 
Midsummer Day dis. net, tllustrated 


The Choice of Words 


A Book of Synonyms with Explanations 
V. H. COLLINS 


Those who use Roget’s celebrated Thesaurus may not always be sure 
which of the alternatives listed there is the right one tor their purpose 
This new book, consisting of 400 groups of common synonyms and 
words that wrongly, or at all events und ably, are often treated as 
synonyms, gives actual explanations of the use of the words, and illu 

trates them with examples. It should therefore prove a valuable guide 
to everyone interested in correct speaking and writing 9s. Od. net 
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W. G. Grace, and Mr. Oliver Warner on the Pride 
of Kent, Frank Woolley. Mr. Bax’s, it is not t 

much to say, is a model biography. He places 
born in that 


reaching his heyday 


vear ol 
W.S 


ment 


Grace beauufully in his age 
revolution 1848 
Gilbert was caricaturing the Ac 
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home contemporary of 
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New Statesman 
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William Sansom 
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“Adds to 
stature as a writer. 


Time and Tide 


“A fine descriptive writer 
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... often dazzling.’ 
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Mr. Denis Compton, the one professional player 
of his period to extend the social boundaries of his 
profession, contributes another volume to_ his 
autobiography, In Sun and Shad Dealing 
irily with the vicissitudes of his famou 
knee and his eclipsing failure in most vital 
Fest series of his career, it is not exactly new in 
material. The author has a style somewhat kc 
eful than its subject’s personality, and if Mr 
pton, writer, is not up to much, Mr. Com; 
ricketer, still has sensible things to say 
he Game contains a fresh 
rtson-Glasgow’s Sporung 
Within 
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nec 


the J 


selection ¢ 
Print 


uch restricuve limi 


for a good poem: « 
imagery, an 
the sharpest 
deal with skittles, 
school, goalkeeper 
pectator-criucs. Defi 
Mr. Robertson-Glasg« 


the destructive 


lities neces 


telling visual 


fined down to 


por 1 
but 
pro pieces 


idiom 
edge 
firewor! 
umpire pre} 
and 


f 
ror 


cketers 
4 man for strok¢ 

they give off the 

it were, the 

the | npire 
Finally, Mr 
Radio 
Crreen is 
urnalistic 
much 


iroma ol a zg 


accompaniment of a de 


Arlott, to his listening public 
Doctor of commentators The Ech 
his seventh collection 
articles in years. It is t 
I would Mr. Arlott t ( 
He is too good a writer 
his bits and pieces into book 
is # memorable essay on Atholl Row 
scrappy OF has appt ared clsewhere 
in view. Perhaps the arrival 
Kt ye will 
istralia’s recent 
has led to J 
quoted in Mr. Harold Dale’ 
Collins c Pappadopolou 
Mr. Arlott should hay 
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ALAN Ross 


BETTER MEALS 
A Concise Encyclopaedia of 
By ANpDRE L. SIMON, Collin 
Sherry and Port. 
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OF SOUTIE AFRICA 


fter all, do you know about 

/ or the policy ot the Lorch 
Commando? Do you talk glibly 
about racialism and fascism while you 
hide ignorance behind the bushel ot 
the New Statesman? We ask these 
pertunent questions because next week 
we are publishing THE DILEMMA 
OF SOUTH AFRICA (18s.) which 
really will give you the information 
you need about the Union. John 
Hatch made two lengthy visits to 
Southern Africa during which he 
interviewed the leaders of parties and 
groups, and in his book sets down 
their programmes and their points of 
view. Since he is not emotionally 
involved in South African affairs he 
has succeeded in writing one of the 
few objective books on the subject, 


and therefore one which ought to be 
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Wodehouse field has be thoroughly ulled 
ind even hus most faithful admurers qgiay be think 
ing that it would be an master to 
break new ground 

This may well appear heretical 0, I 
better go the whole hog, and conf 
Robert Benchley’s appearances 
usually an unqualified delight, and 
up to the high standard set by hi raries 
his book never for me beet better 
than school magazine essays, enlivened 
by an occasional flash of genuine hur rhe 
latest posthumous id favour 
ites, such a Hatrcut 
Please! ” but the general level remain une 
Me. Benchiley ts in the gre f selt-che 
ting humorists, and his influence on the 
type of essay may well have 
Even so, it is not easy to make that into a virtue 
Compared with a real self-denigrator like Mr 
Thurber, he is an amateur such =humour, 
founded on the common stock of daily embarrass- 
ments, must strike deep to gain any lasting effect 
Perhaps a short emigration might have unproved 
his work, given it the sharpness and carry-through 
which it needs: as, conversely, a return to his 
native haunts might restore the freshness to Mr 
Wodehouse FRANK HAUSER 
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POLYOLBION IN THE DUMPS 


Oompanion into North Riding. By J. H. 
INGRAM. Methuen. 14s. 

The Islands of England. 
Batsford. Ws 

Ihe Living Landscape of Britain. By WaLrrr 
SHEPHERD. Faber. 36s. 

In a country of our kind every square mile is 
wm incitement to compilation, or to the bastard 
which ts begotten between the guide-book and 
the book of impressions. The inbreeding of bad 
stocks has gone so far that books about places 
are the teeblest form of literature, supplying a 
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It is now more than ever important that when you have decided 
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visit. 
been especially designed to help you with this decision and you 
will find them useful and interesting before, during and after 


Grand Tour 
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Not Sixty Miles from London 
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vasty appetute (or so it appears) for those who have 
id Lorna Doone or would like to spend 
five minutes with Stonehenge. 
Many years ago the dilution began, or went 
stage forward, with the celebrated series of 
ghways and Byways These were meant fos 
midd m holiday or at h in theu 


CUPMSLLYy uch was 


re rr 


> ClaASSCS 
those with a 


more or less 


untic for 
| ited, yet more slack and more 
grand 
dilution has 
rmula. A 
agencies in 
end-papers 
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than the curiosity of their parents o1 
in the cighteen-sixues. Th 
sll more 
zen or more photographs trom the 
pen or pencil drawings, 
turned into maps, a text as an afterthought, and 
there you are Here, tf anywhere, one can 
old ways of hie modes of thought 
lithe changed by passing years.” Here in the 
North Riding, on your forinight’s holiday, you 
can relapse and be a momentary the 
ountryside, swishing from church to church, 
waterfall to waterfall, dale to dale 

Unkind a little to Mr. Ingram, since he makes, 
within his kind of book, a fau mixture of water- 
falls, gorges, hands of glory and the Lykewake 
Dirge He boils down, all the same, a mass of 
substance ready-made, and presents it with the 
vocabulary of the blind sightseer—interesting, 
delightful, fine, another, exhausts the list, and old 
world atmosphere. Going up Teesdale, all of a 
sudden he quotes Sir Walter Scott, and then asks 
whether anybody reads “such sort of stuff nowa- 
days,” though he has “to confess to a liking for 
it.” Scott may have been a romantic diluter in 
another way, but the particular lines suddenly 
hit the eye, after 200 of Mr. Ingram’s pages, with 
just the solidity, actuality and fact 
which are impossible to the place-book manu- 
facturer : 
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Condemn'd to mine a channel’d way 
O'er id sheets of marble 
ape painter, an able writer makes a 
‘raion of a countryside which accords with 
If there are two versions by two good 
he reader can realise that each is valid 
ponds, differently, to what is th 
iway the the 
ind then what happens 
who made the book 
If you write of tslands, 
Information needs more 
le and the senses need to 
Mr. Ingram’s is the least imagina 
tulating book about which 
id, perhaps because it 1s the least analytic 
# the feelings and ideas which islands 
Ihe search for accuracy, as ' has 
10t been pushed very far, for instance in Mr 
Ingram’s account of Steep Holme in the Bristol 
Channel. Thi celebrated for a 
hundred and seventy years because a peony grows 
there on a limestone cliff and nowhere else in 
Great Britain. By 
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ring, there i 


has also 


vast 
ulties increase 


wound the «¢ 
$ ot it 


island 


island has been 


roing to an authority fitty years 
t date, Mr. Ingram gets the kind of peony 
wrong in his chapter and his illustration. A little 
thing to complain of, but a typical one, rather like 
going to Stukeley or to an Victorian 
antuiquary for an explanation of Stonehenge 

Could place-books be given a new energy and 
decency? There are plenty of specialised investi 
gations to draw upon, from the human ones of 
archeology, tocal history, in the sense in which 
it is pursued by such a writer as Mr. W. G 
Hoskins, and historical geography (as in that book 
of studies edited by H. C. Darby, An Historical 
Geography of England before AD.1800, which no 
topographical writer ever seems to have opened) 
down to the basic geology of the landscape. So 
it would be pleasant to say that The Living 
Landscape of Britam was the book you might 
expect it to be from its price and its publisher. 
No, it is another tainted, rather tiresome compila 
tion, a skim-milking of text-books, addressed in 


early 
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bonhomie to “ramblers ” who could never afford 
the price, and speckled with errors. No “Land 
of Lyonesse” joined Cornwall to the Isles of 
Scilly in Saxon times (p. 142), dewponds 
‘a neolithic system of supply” (p. 176), cutting 
hill-figures is not a practice “ which has persisted 
from the New Stone Age” (p. 177), Lulworth 
Cove 1s unlikely to have been formed by 
breaking through the rock (p. 56), and so on 

In our years, so far, the chief attempt to liven 
up topographical writing has been a_ nostalgx 
attention to architecture, blown up during the 
war 10 a joke of taste and fashion all too easy 
and too attractive for those who wish to be in 
the fashion and in the know—a dangerous joke 
There are also the glib archeologists and 
museum men with a prompting to popular writing 
and a yearning for blur und boden A new 
formula could easily be devised. Here is a land 
scape; it contains buildings, fields, roads, paths, 
trec plant insmals, canals 
munes, quarries. How has it come into it present 
being, how has it changed, what are the mor 


rivers, springs, 


fascinating things on its surface, and how are they 
related to the activities and ideas of men in this 
island through the centuries? A publisher with 
sense could find the authors and do well, on that 
more adult formula, out of a new Highways and 
Ryway GEOFFREY GRIGSON 


BRIC-A-BRAC 
Victorian Furniture. By PF. 
Phanx House. 21s 
Decoration and Furniture, Vol. I. 
ALLsopp. Pitman. 75s 
A Short Dictionary of Furniture. By Joun 
GLOAG. Allen & Unwin 42s 
Victorian furniture has come in for a good deal 
of generalised and not always deserved derision 
In his discursive and sometimes ironical book, 
Mr. Gordon Roe is never a whole-hearted 
ractor: nostalgia sweetens his judgment 
ictures he wisely leaves to speak for themselves 
Rightly, too, he refuses to accept a Victorian 
“Period,” as if the England of Dickens, Lewis 
Carroll and Mr. Bultitude suffered no sea change 
Early, Mid, and Late Victorian furniture each re 
flected a current in the flow of national life and 
consciousness; each produced many things hither 
to regarded as characteristically Victorian, but 
often in tact derived from their pre-Victorian 
past The Englishman's home has always been 


GORDON ROE 


By Bruce 


a mosaic of tendencies and memories.” 
Maniestly, the Exhibition of 1851 was a nodal 
point in this relation. All that followed was in 
response to or revulsion from that astonishing 
liter of fabricated ingenuity Two central 
chapters deal with this and their verdict is be 
yond dispute; for English decorative art has never 
recovered trom the splay-fisted blow of mechan 
ised commercialism, which, in severing taste from 
fine workmanship, destroyed a traditional unity 
ia the craftsman’s shop. There ensued , 
penod of Phihstinism punctuated with 
meaningless vagaries as stocked our houses with 
bamboo or with the deplorable linear convolu 
tions of the so-called “ Art Nouveau.” To thos« 
of us who remember these, and had pertorce to 
live with them, Mr. Roe’s book proves a delight 
ful companion, the more so since he writes with 
out pedantry and without acrimony 

With Mr. Bruce Allsopp we migrate to th 
Lecture Room Primarily an architect, hi 
spacious and finely produced book is devised 
a series Of compartments, which cover the de 
velopment of design in English decoration and 
furniture from Saxon umes to the present day 
If these lectures are somewhat impersonal, as 
reiterative learning 1s prone to be, they have the 
advantage of lucidity and carefully considered 
arrangement. Each chapter is followed by a pre 
cisely dated summary of English Sovereigns, Per 
sonalities and Significant Events, which might 
well be climinated, as sometimes arbitrary and 
often irritating to an educated reader. So, toc 
the concluding Chart might have been omitted 

The arresung feature of the book is. the 


generous selection of pictures, admirably chosen 


and produced, gathering in value as the book pre 
gresses, and culminating at Strawberry Hill and 
the Brighton Pavilion and in a 
designed by Sir Ambrose Heal, though this is 
marred by the addition of two 
candlesticks. These and many other photographs 
make the book dignified possession. We 

look forward to the 


author's 


superb sideboard 


MCONRFUOL 


second volume and 
guidance in the modern practi 
art of decoration and. furnishing 

Mr. Gloag has produced a sho 
handled Dictionary of Furniture whic 


4 parucular service to those for whom Edward 


uid Macquoid’s superlative volumes are no k 
accessible. This dictionary contains 1,764 n 

ind terms concerned with furniture and its acc 
sories, Made and used in England since 

in North America since the middle o 

teenth century. It is amply illustrated, and there 
are some excellent drawings by Mr. Robin Escott 
Supplementary to the actual entries there are twe 
narrative 
and design of 


dealing with the description 
furniture, a list of British and 


sections 
American craftsmen and designers, a short bibh 
graphy, and a brief classification of Periods, type 
and materials from 1100 to 1950 

R. St. C. Talpoys 


SOME HOLIDAY BOOKS 


Phe “know-how ” type of guide-book assurm« 
a new importance in the days of the 
travel allowance; and Percival Marshall's Fort 
night series well adapted to help the £25 spin 
out. Written frankly tor the unsophisucated who 
need to have Billets and Correspondance ¢x 
plained, they cover a Fortmght in Paris, Brittany, 
French Riviera, the Italian Lakes, the Italian 
Riviera, Rome, the Western Mediterranean; 
qustria, Switzerland and Belgium (3s. 6d. each 

More exhaustive guides include H. A. Piehlet 
revised Treland for Everyman (Dent od 
with good maps; Ward Lock’s Switzerland and 
Riviera (15s. each); Edward Hutton has completely 
rewritten his standard work on Florence (Holli 
and Carter, 21s Iwo handsome picture-books, 
more suitable for whetting the appetite than for 
packing in the suitcase, are Viktor Fuerst and 
Louis d’Arcy’s authoritative Versailles, with text 
in French and English (Phaenix House, 45 
Eternal France (Vhames and Hudson, 42 
photographs by Martin Hurlimann and a 
foreword by Paul Valeéry 

For travellers in this country there is that gay 
ind instructive “guide to where the other book 
don't take you,’ London Night and Da Archi 
tectural Press 5s., Nikolaus 
Pevsner’s London (6s.) in the Penguin Building 
of England series, to which his North Devon 
3 6d has also been added Raymond 
Postgate’s Good Food Guide, 1952-3 (Cassell 
700 places in Britain “ where uu can 
rely on a good meal at a reasonable price 


reduced 


revised), and 


t over 
will be 
and foreigner 
Here are some reprints of novels tor holiday 
eading An American Visttor, Mister Johnson, 
astle Corner and The Moonlight have been 
idded to the Carfax Edition of Jovce Cary 
Michael Joseph, 10s. 6d. each), and William San 
om’s Fireman Flower and Isherwood’s Good-bye 
appeared in the New 
Library (Chatto & Windus, 6s 
known novel un available include Compton 
Mackenzie’s Gu md Paulin Macdonald 
10s. 6d.), and Wyndham Lew: The Revenge fo 
Love (Methuen, 15 Chatto & Windus have 
added As I Lay Dying to the collected William 
Faulkner (8s. 6d.), and Emma Smith’s The Far 
now a Penguin (2s rhe omnibus Jak 
f Genn, which contains all Lady Murasaki 1x 
novels, in Arthur Waley’s translation, has bee 
Allen & Unwin, 3 ’ o ha 
Graham Greene’s selecuon best Sak 
Bodlevy Head, 6 
Recent Penguins include Freya Stark Valley 
f the Assassins (2s. 6d.), a new selection 
Border Ballads made by William Beattic 
and a new anthology compiled by J. M 
of Comic and Curious Verse (3s. 6d 


valuable both to natives 


Berlin, have Phoenix 


Other well 


Cry i 


reissued 
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Fscape 
7 e @« 
to Captivity 
Peter Hartley 
The tr story of the PLOW 
Japanese hands, through escap 
capture, the nightmare of pung! 
hell-ships, and = slave-labour, 
release with the camp band grot 
playing God Save the King. | 


2nd large impression read) 
- 
Madeleine 
oe 
Grown Up 
Mad ’ 


sequel to The I 
ju 
_ » 2-0 > . 
Mrs. Robert Henrey 
“Chic, gay, and charming.” 
JOYCE EMERSON, Sunday Jin 
* On we go, trom the single room 
in Soho to the Savoy 
indeed a memorable, eftect.” 
c. BP. VULLIAMY, Spe 
15s. net 


-——— 


Farmuife 
Marion Roberts 


“Mes. Roberts carries her readers on 
a wave of enthusiasm and affection 
through the whole farming year, sowing, 
ploughing, haymaking, harvesting, the 
excitement of summer 
domestic anxieties and delight 
ANNA RUSSELL, John O' London's, 
Ilustrated. les, net 


a vivid, 


visitors, the 


La Fontaine's 


Fables 
Sir Edward Marsh 


New in 
EVERYMAN’S LIBRARY (No. 991 
Fables in Sir Edward 
translation into English vers« 


Ihe famous 
Marsh 


De. net 


Everyman's Reference Library 
] . 
nailer Classical 
. . 
Dictionary 


from SIR WILLIAM SMITH 
ip to date, embodying the 
holarship and 
of un incient 

lite, and 


modern 


for Everymar 
H. A. Piehle 
NEW EDITION, revised up to 


well-known I ryman ¢ 


of Bartholome 


FILLERS 
Dent & Sons Ltd., 
London W. 


her J. M 
Bedtord Street 
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ma, Warton Baked ‘by Kenoct | The OXFORD ATLAS 
rn the ny the <a “ia ‘ : : oo | 
lopkins deserves gratitude for collecting . . . 
dns anthology from the work of «fin will shortly be available again. 
writer.”’—-Epwin  Mutr Oy ' a 

Illustrated 


as ren Go to your Bookseller 

Serjeant A, M. Sullivan - 

Cue Lasr Serjeant I 

—- t ss 3 is certainly and order 

I S. P. Hav 
Craily truculent Pu 4 ntis- 

pice. : nd laepeesnicn m the new Revised Reprint 


Re oly ina li 7 hi aonipson 


Cry Korea. ‘The~ath impressio of this great Reference Booke- 
RE eer 
N printing Iilu trated . 7 
the price is 42s. net 
Raymond Francis 
LOOKING POR GEORGIAN 
Admirable illustration }* 
much littl “A now! 
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ealth and eas¢ 
y rank among the few great storyteller which contribute to making th 

red ates Has a universal the favourite it is with a host of 
ficar > Tin 2 | 


SUICIDI biologists, and has been tor a genera 


A sTUD 


ICLOLOG tion past.” The late SIR CHARLES 
SHERRINGTON 1n the CAMBRIDGI 
rin ‘ATES band , i REVIEW. The second edition is here 


about : win reprinted, bound for. the reader 
patient from 


COMUITLOD 


John Cowper Powys 


convenience in two volumes, these are 
not sold separately. The set £4 ner 


Compton Vachenzie ENGLISH. PRISON 1 he ( ost of 
GUY AND PAULINE. Anew edition of BORSTAL SYSTRMS Industrial 


famous love st 
. : . 
‘ er § Car a / ! , ON Xx 


4. Sylvia Scart ep Movement 
gg sayy Dn t at W. F. LUTTRELL 


A first report 6n the economic aspects 


Mary Turner 
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tue Srory of Davin Briyrut 
more than ordinary mterest 
her characters so vividly.’ 


of the relocation of industry. Issued 
bythe National Institute of Economic 
and Social Research 18s, net, 
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Books 


Tu imagination has its own geography which 
alters with the centuries. Each continent in 
turn looms up on the horizon like a great rock 
carved with unintelligible hieroglyphics and 
symbols catching at the unconscious: in Shake 
speare’s youth it was India, Arabia, the East, 
and a little later, in the days of Raleigh, Central 
America and Eldorado: in the eighteenth cen- 
tury, Australia and the South Sea 
teenth century, Africa—in particular, West 
Africa and the Niger. Men have always tried 
to rationalise their irrational acts, but the ex 
planations given in prospectuses like those of 
the South Sea Bubble and the African Associa 
tion are as unconvincing as 


Statesman and Nation 19S? 


the nine 


last night's 
as the cause of our fantastic dreams 
Little more fantastic than the 
beginning of West African exploration. There 
had been occasional travellers, but the explora- 
uion of this unknown territory six times the 
size of Europe, the biggest white space on the 
contemporary map, began at a meeting of the 
very select Saturday Club at the St. Alban’s 
Tavern on June 9, 1788 We know the 
company who were present, Lord Galloway, 
Lord Rawdon, General Conway, Sir Adam 
Vergusson, Sir Joseph Banks, Sir Wilham For 
Mr. Pultney, Mr. Beaufoy and Mr 
Stuart, and even the names of those wao were 
absent—the Bishop of Llandaff, Lord Carys 
fort and Sir John Sinclair 
at what 


upper 


in history is 


dyce, 


The nin 
dinner is not recorded 
decided to form themselves into an Association 
for Promoting the Discovery of the Interior 
Parts of Africa and cach agreed to subscribe 
five guineas a year for five years. Before the 
had been in existence for cight 
weeks, two explorers had been chosen and then 
routes assigned, but the 
already proved inadequate 

The first 


members 
Stage ol 


a 
Associuon 


subscripuon had 
main object was to discover th 
course of the Niger; and the “In 
17830° Mr. Plumb admirabk 
introduction to Mr. Howard’s anthology*, 
had left the E: For some 
merchants and financiers had confident! 
predicted her cconomic collapse, but no col 
And as yet no one realised t! 
eparauon of Britain and Ameri 
entail disastrous economic ol 
so that in mercantile circles 
markets 


motlve? 
writes in hts 

America 
veal 


npire 


lapse came 
the political 
did not 
quences, 
covery of new seemed 
problem. 


But the dream was more compelling than thc 
motive can explain. Think of the German who 


ntended to travel as 


a Moslem trader W 
EXCESSIVE, 
trained on a dict of spiders 
roots, and belore 
nothing to chance, 
: tribulations were 
w the moment he 

caught fever and died. 


great, perhaps thoroughness — he 


, grasshoppers, and 
sailing, in 


had 


order to leave 
himself cir j 
suffered 


inc n 
without re 
set foot in Africa he 


Think too of the slender chances of survival 
The phrase “the White Man’s Grave” has be 
come a music hall cliché to those who have 
never scen the little crumbling cemeteries of 
the West Coast like that on Bunce Island in 
Sierra Leone river. Mungo Park in the course 
of his second expedition reported: “I am sorry 


i Explorer Edited by C 
“ ; 


Pre 7s. 6d 


Howarp 


in General 


to say that of forty-five Europeans who left th 
Gambia in perfect health, five 

present alive, viz. three soldiers (one deranged 
in his mind) Lieutenant Martyn and myselt 
Forty later the chances 
better the 18th” 


only are at 


years 
‘On 


hardly 
Laird 


were 
Mac gregor 
reported 
Mr. Andrew 
thout cighteen vears of age 
fellow! He 
drinking 4 
obliging dh 
the 


Clark, a fine voung gentk 
died 
utmost 

ind hi init 
having 


expired with the 
up of coffee ; 
position endeared h 
crew, his death threw an additional g! 
of despondency over these ill-fated m 
the afternoon James Dunbar, on 

men, died. On the 19th, my chict 
Goldie, and my sailmaker, John 
lowed ; and on the morning the 
supercargo, Mr. Jordan, expired 

that Dr. Briggs had 

he was endeavouring 

ind remau 

time In the 
Swinton also died 


the time 
while 
Jordan, he swooned 
for a long 


Mr 


evening 


No other part of Africa has cast 
spell on Englishmen as the damp mists, 
mangrove swamps, 
and yellow 


the malaria, the black water 
the only 
in the world dignified by a capital letter and 
needing no qualification). Is it that 
plorer has the same creative sickness as th 
writer or the artist and that to fill in the 
as to fill in the character or featur¢ 


fever of the Coast 


coast 
the ex 


map 
>of a human 
being, requires the urge to surrender and self 
destrucuon—you cannot even surrender 

self so completely to a book or a picture a 
the Mary 
well suicidal 


drove her 


can to chances of death 
this 
to the Coast. In a letter to a 
quite frankly, “ Dead tired and f{ 

ing no one had need of me any more, when m\ 
father and died 
cach other in "92, and my 


the East 


King 


was aware of streal 


friend 
she wrote 


mother within six wecks of 
brother went off to 
lL went down to West Africa to dic 
and in the sedate poetic prose of Mungo Park 
he greatest of all Atrica 
to lose himselt 
incredible privation: 
journey among the 
left him with life still on his hands 
and he had to return to Africa, giving up his 
quict practice as a 


writers on one 
can detect the 
The 
dangers of his 
tic Moors’ 


same desire for 


ever and 


almost 


first fana 


Doctor in Peebles, to lose 
it—in what place no one knows exactly where 
A Chief near Busa is said to wear his ring to 
this day “When the human mind,” he had 
written, “has fo tume been fluctuating 

i 


tortured 


OMG 


between hope and despair with 


anxicty, hurried 
affords a gloomy relief to 
know the worst that can possibly happen 
Again and again in Park’s narrative the 
quickens with that gloomy relief as his 
touched the rock bottom of experience 
It is right that Mungo Park should be the 
best represented of all the explorers in Mr 
Howard's excellent anthology. He born 
writer—the with the exception of 
Burton, became good writers only because of 
the interest and oddity of their material. Burton 
here is very much the Burton of 
range of 


and 
another, it 


from on 


sort of 


extreme to 


prose 
fingers 


Was a 
other 


the Arabian 
his intricate experience; his 
the detail, like the 
golden crucifix dangling from the neck of a 


Nights 


eve for bizarre concrete 


748 
Dahomey othcial, “* but the 
altered, 


crucihx 1s strangely 
being a 


emblem of the 


the cructtied hameleon 


God his 
sense about the Amazons of 
“ wherevet e-soldi 1s 


venerable rainbow 


wicked common 
Dahomey celibacy 
must be 


ina 


one cl 


its rules, or the troops will be 


chromic functional disorder between 
thirty-five "; h 
Human sacrifice in 


state of 
the ages of fifteen and nalevo 


Dahomey 


lent tolerance 
founded upon a purely religiou 
trengthens but px 

a touching instan 
What a. strang 
been 1p 
CVauer to South 
Her Majesty’ 


There ha 


piety.” 
those 
Alrica to ‘ 
Consul in Fernando Po 


ould have day 


Cdl in 


been one deplorable chan is th 


cars passed—the growth of British 
lo Mungo Park an 


UPerrority 


deserved th 


African king 
Phe 


\ 
King 


respect as his 

replied,” ** The 
scattered through his werk, and because he 
pected African ntv he respected 

Airican, king or slay 

n ot ality 
icl—they are not savage 
It 1s 


own king graciot 


good old uch phrases 


soveret the 
There is a 


Tix 


sense all the 
Chrisuan eq Moors are 


with the not very 
May 
White sneer can b 
“Nothing he 

« more absurd and grotesque than 
| of the 


heugh 


likeable and I feel 
Dixon Denham tn thy 
d lor 


wrote, “ ld 


not very rehable 
1820s that the 
he first 


obser 
tin 
ome, nay 
figures who 
be he ve 
naked 


rousers makes 


this court 
ight of Major 
flor a paw of 


formed 


on that the 


Denham ind begging 
ad Inghet ] 
be lic n ihe I writ {. tor 

Major Denham’s story frequently seems to echo 
hollowly not only the but the in 
of Mungo Park’s 
I ven 


im to absurdity if 


really episod 
mood dent 
narrative 
more hkeable Macgregor 

he White prid Among othe 
they Albino 


het 


the far 


ihrust a disgusting 


and asked if he was my bre ind with 


Niget n 
/ 


nea 


if i} tain 
the 1840 


Protter’s expedition up the 
the Lom ha 
Trotter, Semor ¢ ine! 
Her Majesty the Queen of 
repugnant to the laws of 


for th 


so on 


dismally dark 


Cuptain omm 


that 


plained 
Britau 
Her ren 
ALTA 

We are not 
Stanicy 


Cireal 
Giod 
volent 


intentions benefit, of 


and so on and 
very lar now 
100 lashes to 


padlocked 


from filibustering 


the the 


a carrie! hamed 


and Mets, th 
with Remington 
Winchester 


dream has 


strong body of 
“the withering fire 
worked handsomely 
The 
tablished 
Anglican 


men 
armed 


"the 
The 


landed 


were 
vanished 
the trade Posts ¢ 


stores are 
civilisation 
will 


laterite 


is on the way, the 
fake 
ind a’ 
the 


husbands to 


muissponaries 
build then 
blocks 


deteated 


Norman churches of 


malaria and yellow 


follow 


fever are 
WIVe Rugbeian 
hill and help them to 
administer the equal justice of a 


will thei 
stations 

good public 
Even the savagery of Stanley had some 
Africa sull than the 
playing fields of Bo or the art classes of Achimoti 
We have much to be proud ol in West Alrica 
of the tablished by 
unknown to the 
Alrica—ol the Native, but 
which enabled Park to accept 
the rebuke of a slave has v: 


chool 


thing of about it, more 


indirect rule « Luyard, of 
our protection 


equality 


ame extent in 


the Chrstian 
with 
nished for 
GSREUNE 


humility 


GRAHAM 





the @ 
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DIALOGUE 

/ You'll not 
told you ? 

How could I?) Never r happens 

What do you think might happen ? 

Might you fall out of love 2—did you mean 


HEADLAND 


what I 


ON 


forget 


Sh these rocks and 


Hh whateve 


l 
Shi 


! ** Whatever as a sop 
listeners in the shadow 
You haven't answered me. I asked 
“What do you think might happen ? 
Whatever happens : though the skies should 

fall 
Raining their lark 
Though the seas 
that 
Though 
head 
Though the 
In an arching wave above 

high 

Chough she should break with you 

you say that ? 

Though she deny her words on oath 
I had that in my mind to say, or nearly ; 
It hurt so much I choked it back 
How many other days can’t you torget 
How many other loves and landscapes ? 
You are 


ver 


1 
kor jeadiou 


in our laps— 
say 


and vulture 


turn to slime 


' watcr-snakes be hatched with six 


tower 
mule 


turn to slime 
us, 


or 


tires 


Wd 


dare 


> 


jealous ? 
Damnably 
The past is past. 
And this ? 
Whatever happens, this goes 
>: Without future 2? Sweetheart, 
now 
What 
that 
Nothing that isn’t freely mine already 
Say whatis freely yours and you shall have it 
Nothing that, loving you, I could dare take. 
: O, tor an answer with no * nothing”? init! 
Then give me everything that’s lett. 
Lett after what ? 
After whatever happens 
Skies have already fallen, seas are slime 
Watersnakes poke and peer six-headedly. 
he : And J lie snugly in the Devil’s arms 
He: 1 said; ‘whatever happens.’’ Are 
crying ? 
You'll not forget me 


on 


a tell me 


do you want ot me ¢ I must know 
Te 
She 
He: 
Sh 
Hi 
Sh 


Hh 


you 


She ~ever, ever, ever ? 


Ropert GRAVES 


MISUNDERSTOOD 


Retrospect. By Viscounr Simon. Hutchinso 
»5 


All, the j 
there 
il 
drive 


remarked, is Vanity. And 
when we can be thankiul tor 
of ten it as vanity which 
write their memos and lu 
he « 1 slap 
humil 
shrewd 


yeacher ha 
ire «™% 
Nine 
old 


them o1 


sion 
tim out 
men to 
veal, between t { 
h that a gre 
niemporaries and a 
the callous indictment ol 
Hught profitably be for 
history, 
ior 


tor overs o 


sutobiography mu 
before their « 
appt 
posterity 


ChLALbOH On 
VQOulG Upee 


gotien w recorder o according! 


profit which 
bew W 


testamentary is 


0 incontunently 
attempt a 
live 

wisdom 


ho choose to 
their own 
ot thei 


help us to understand 


men 


sessmen of 


ed in convincing posterity 


SUCK 
them service is that the 
the nature of thei 
Viscount Stmon has had a remarkab 
ind has achieved the 
success 1 greater measure 
mporaries Helped by 
il brain, a persuasive tongue, 
“nt an almost unseeml 
ind a complete mdifter 


folly 

lv long t 
superticial 
than mo 


all 


for his money 
rewards ot 


of tus conte ubeoom 
critic 


tring 
Appearance 


THOUS wu 


pleasantly a 
distinction of 
ence to the deeper passions of 
the heights ot his 
and the Bar, as carly as 1910 when 
became Solicitor-General For the last forty 
vears he has been picking his cautious way around 
the highest pinnacles of public lite, overshadowed 
only by those who have had the temerity to scale 
them. History may well judge him to have been 
i lawver of very great eminence, a Judge of some 


his tellow men, he 


twin protessions, 
he 


attained 
politics 


Home Secretary, an 
‘llor of the Exchequer and pet 
‘oreign Secretary of this century 
sur understanding of his life, Lord 

accept any such as rent. 
own rectitude, he is sufficiently 
record of public lite to under- 
He has 


gxrealel 


unction 4 competent 
juate ¢ 
haps the 
Fortunate 
Simon dox 
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mental, dance of the folk around the bonfire on a 
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the grand cosmic concord, the ordered universal 
dance of all nature to the measure of Love, forged 
in words with splendid extravagance at the end 
the enth century by Sir John Davies in 
Orchestra, or a Poem of Dancing 

But it is Mr. Auden, characteristically enough, 
who sticks most strictly to the central Christian 
doctrine of the Dance, springing ultimately as 
it does from the dance of David before the Ark 
Mr. Auden’s “carol” is a ring-dance, the original 
meaning of the word From about the fourth 
century the Blessed in the Christian community 
were conceived of as dancing a ring-dance with 
the angels in Paradise at the Resurrection 
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is the nature of what, in fact, happened. Sacred 
dancing degenerated into choreomania 

The Dance Epidemic, in which large 
of people danced involuntarily for many days 
until a proporuon of them had danced themselves 
to death, dates trom the early Middle Ages; it 
lasted untul the seventeenth century, and even 
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NEW NOVELS 


A Tale of Santa Croce. 
Peter Owen 12s. 6d 
The Witch’s Thorn. By Ruri Park 
Toseph, 10s. 6d 
October Island. By Wittiam Marcu 
10s. 6d. 
the Temptation of Mr. Fraill. 
1). CHAPMA Heineman) 10 
Although the novels reviewed in 
themselves selected from a vers 
nber as beine worthy of attenti 
unlikely that an i bed-ridde 
int be able to 
reviewer | 
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By Vasco PRATOoLt 
Micha 
Gollar 


By Ray? 


yone but 
would w or 
tempted accordingly 


heep and goats, 


then 
to 
recoramending a fe 
rongly appeal to him, and dismissing the other 
with one of those grisly politenesse modest 
entertaining,” “agreeably perceptive,” 
ally reminiscent of Hugh Walpole ’—which tell 
the reader that he really needn't bother, and which 
break the heart of the apprentice novelist. This 
however, is insomniac’s week; these novels cannot 
be divided inta sheep and goats; they are all cet 
tainly well worth reading, if not worth stealing 
Signor Pratolini’s book, reported by the pub 
ishers to be his own favourite work, is a novel 
almost without a plot, an apparently guileless 
meander through the adolescence of a group of 
young Florentines in the early Thirties. It is 
not quite so guileless as it seems, in the first place 
because it #8 put together with great skill from the 
point of view of holding the reader’s attention, 
ind secondly because, while it has very little plot, 
it has instead a theme, a theme of comradeship, 
non-political proletarian solidarity, resistance to 
Fascism. As a theme it is unoriginal, not to say 
well-worn, but fortunately it is discreet and un- 
obtrusive. For the rest Signor Pratolini’s young 
people talk, copulate, get engaged, get conscripted, 
quarrel, make it up, leave their families, return, 
as in some elaborate ritual dance of youth. There 
is something of a formula for this kind of book, 
whether it takes place in the Odessa ghetto, among 
the Boston Irish, or in the slums of Paris, but 
Signor Pratolini’s emphasis is upon the relation- 
ship of the young people with one another rather 
than upon their relationships with their tamiltes, 
and he is not sentimental—not 
anywayv—nor Cosy nostalgic 
The Witch’s Thorn is also largely a picture of 
a community, but a different kind of a com- 
munity. “Pe Kano is a small town in New Zealand, 
a grim litthe hole, where the spouting of the geyser 
and the passage of the Auckland express are the 
main Miss Park’s book is in part a 
brilliant essay in Colonial disgust, in cafard, in la 
sometimes brutally funny 
brutal. In the course ot 
Kano with a flame thrower she is at her ferocious 
best when dealing with the Maorijs, for her 
savagery does not obscure, but indeed illuminates, 
a profound, intimate and moving sympathy. 
Uncle Pihopa, the aged, frail, smelly descendant 
of chiets, ts a masterly creation; among other dis 
tinctions, he has eaten a Bishop 
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Miss Park paintully in The Witch's 
Thor , ¢laborately religious, Mr 
Barnfield brings the Christianity of the ice-bound 
granite and the stuffy back-parlours of Vern 
He is a good are polite and 
tolerant; there is no real point of contact. With 
Mrs. Barnfield the case herself 
has a streak of ind it 
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is otherwise; she 
paganism and discontent, 
a question of whether she is 
natives to Christianity 
converting her to Shurabast. Her actions, and 
her condition of married virginity, all ver: 
natural from her point view—and trom the 
fulfil various requirements of a Shura- 
bast Messiah, and after the death of her husband 
she returns as a goddess to bask in their devotion 
This a civilised, entertaining book, and if it 
had appeared during the period of the events it 
describes, and particularly if it had appeared 
before The Way of All Flesh to sav before 
South Wind—it would have been a remarkable 
one. At the present day, not only in what has 
iulready been described, but in the interwoven 
story of Mr, Barnfield’s sister Lurline, who broke 
away from her despotic Pontifex-like 
become a prostitute, it seems a 
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Fraill is more than a 
so old-fashioned as to 
1 kind of originality. Mr. Fraill is a Non- 
conformist munister in a Yorkshire industrial 
town; both his pastorate and his marriage have 
become dull, and when an attractive young widow 
yOINsS his congregation he is on one Occasion saved 
trom making advances to her only by the grace 
ot God That, plus a flashback account of an 
early love affair, is all. But this little scene from 
clerical life, although bare and even bleak, is not 
dim. Mr. Fraill, with a dash of lustfulness and 
perhaps of sloth in his nature, priggish and stift 
by upbringing, but unfailingly gentle, sweet- 
natured, and with reserves of strength, is an in- 
icresting study Both loves, Rosalind, 
and the widow Mrs. Morris, are 
touched in, and the portrait of Mrs. Fraill is 
touching without being sentimental. The physical 
atmosphere of Yorkshire and the spiritual atmo- 
sphere of Nonconformity are well and sym- 
pathetically caught; this is, against an unpreten- 
tious and unfashionable background, a book about 
the Christian faith, Mr. Chapman’s stvle is 
attractively straightforward, although its plainwess 
sometimes becomes cliché and it is inclined to be 
insensitive. But even the faults of this book are 
so unmodish that they are almost enjoyable. 
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CURRENT REVIEWS 
QO, the periodicals recently received, 
1s a newcomer; it will be published three 
year (at 2s. 6d. an issue, from 18 St 
Ferra S.W.3) and will aim “to stre 
European tradition.” The 
ich ns with an 
I Ta ome 
Yeats, is full of 
Brunelleschi and Hawksmoor 
by George Seferis and F. ‘T. Prince, an extract 
trom Warner’s forthcoming translation of 
Thucydides, and Ian Scott-Kilvert writes of 
travels in Epirus; the paper’s is certainly 
Mediterranean 
It is by now evident that at least one outstand- 
ing writer’s problem—where to place the 5,000 
or 7,000-word essay or serious 
longer so acute. The vitality 
of monthlies like The Cambridge 
The Twentieth Century (3s illustrate the 
way in which a small but, one hopes, a growing 
body of readers is ready to welcome solid fare 
when it is appetisingly presented. The Twen- 
teeth Century suffers from ditfuseness; its rival’s 
only drawback is an occasional owl-eyed solem- 
nity of tone that betokens its cp ges il kin- 
ship with Scruuny. But, on the whole, the Cam- 
bridge Journal has been well in the le: id during 
recent months. One remembers Asa Brigg’s ex 
cellent Trollope, Bagehot and the English Con- 
stitution in the March issue, Duncan Forbes’s 
admirable James Mill and India (October), and 
R. R. Bolgar’s The Pious Egoism of Ernest 
Renan, which appeared last December Mr 
Bolgar’s essay was a brilliant new judgment of 
Renan presented in the Edmund Wilson maaner 
while W. A. S. Kier’s careful and sensitive recon- 
sideration of A Passage India (April) atoned 
for Douglas Parmée’s dull and unoriginal com- 
ments on Sorel the month Twentieth 
Century highlights have included Max Be- 
lot? The Napoleonic Order June), and 
J. G. Weightman’s analysis of The French Re 
views (January); this last contained Mr. Weight 
man’s now celebrated and heterodox definition of 
Gide as “ the personification of fuss in literature 
The November issue included A. J. P. Taylor's 
devastating account of Professor Carr’s successive 
ittempts to “spot the winners” in history 
Essays in Criticism (quarterly, 4s.) provides an 
idmirable sounding board for current writing on 
literature. Harry Levin’s account of Madame 
Bovary in the January issuc is in the best Hor:zon 
turadition; he concludes that “ The book is at once 
4 warning against other novels .and a model for 
other novelists, a classical demonstration of what 
literature gives and what literature takes.” The 
standard contributions is uneven, and instead 
of Mr. Levin one may well get something like 
Ernst Robert Curtius’s rambling disquisition on 
Balzac Today (October). In bulkier form, the 
Hudson Review (quarterly, 7s. 6d., English sub- 
scriptions from B. H. Blackwell, Oxtord) con- 
tinues to provide an outlet for creative and criti- 
cal writing. Recent issues have included Allen 
Tate’s To Whom is the Poet Responsible? 
Autumn number), an amusing analysis of Eng- 
lish nursery rhymes against the background of 
English history, by Robert Graves, and an essay 
on St. John Perse, by Claudel. On our own side 
of the Atlantic, and at a tar popular level, 
the Cornhill (quarterly, 2s. 6d.) cont 
vide a fine range of literary entertainment Ihe 
Cornhill’s only fault is that it is too “ name-con 
scious.” Among admirable contributions from 
Osbert Lancaster, Patrick Leigh-Fermor, Eliza 
beth Bowen and Lionel Trilling (the last is 
examination of The Poet as Hero: The Letters 
lohn K stumbles on a short story by 
Laurens van der Post in the Spring tssue which 
would win any literary prize for turgidity. “ Even 
the hight of that contracting December afternoon,” 
he tells us, “receding from the day like the 
grey tide of a stilled sea from a torgotten and 
forlorn foreshore tuming silently in the gathern 
mists of time, glowed a light 
from without so much tones of a 
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frozen wintry moment far back 
ot hi within.’ 


in some calendar 
Although the Month (2s. 6d 

continues to maintain a high literary standard, 
there are igns that it is in danger of 
becoming a parish magazine tor the Pa 
brow 


own 


land, 
Romanti 
, and Jocelyn Brooke’ 

Novels of Edward 


Amid so much ecclesiastical wast 
articles like Katharine Chorley’s The 
Approach to Scenery (May 
witty appreciation of The 
Sackville W Sf, seem Oases 

For the amateur historian, 
monthly, 2s. 6d.) continues t 
ind varied diet Recent 
ranged from Zoroastrian 
stone’s last administration, from Crusader castles 
to the Roman Britain. The current 
issue—admirably illustrated, as usual—includes 
H. G. Nicholas’s reassessment of Uncle Tom's 
Cabin and another of A, P. Ryan’s excellent poli- 
tical profiles—this uume of Balfour For the 
specialist, Past and Present, a new 
“journal of scientific history,” published twice a 
year at the high price of 9s. (John Morris, 39 
King’s Avenue, N.10). This new periodical owes 
iS existence, its editors declare, to the present 
“concern about the state of historical research and 
discussion.” The first number includes An In- 
terpretation of Economic History, by 
Wu Ta-k’un 

Unive Quarterly (Turnstile Press, 5s 
continues to provide a specialised readership with 
1 periodical written in a lively and unspecialist 
manner. The May issue contains a spirited dis- 
cussion of Philosophy in the University by J. M 
Cameron and Stephen ‘Toulmin, and articles on 
Technology in the Universities by Sir John Cock- 
croft and Umiversity Adult Education in the U.S 
by Cyril O. Houle 

Though the life of the poetry magazine tends 
to be short, new ones keep courageously spring- 
ing up to replace the casualties, and the aspiring 
poet to-day has a fairly wide choice of specialised 
papers to submit his work to—though unfortu- 
nately with a better chance of publication than 
ot pay Of the well-established ones, both 
Poetry Quarterly (1s. 6d.) and Poetry (the organ 
t the British Poetry Association, quarterly, 
2s. Id.) maintain their eclectic policy and print the 
unknown author beside the known. The most 
recent Poetry Quarterly has an appreciation ol 
J. C. Hall by Geoffrey Wagner, and a long poem 
on the Nativity by Muriel Spark; to recent issues 
§ Poetry A. J. Arberry has contributed an article 
on Early Moorish Poetry and james Kirkup 
some Notes on the Making of Poetry Among 
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newer magazines are Poetry, Manchester (now in 
its second year, quarterly, 2s. 8d.); Departure, a | 
new University venture (published from Merton M ARKS AND SPENG ‘ER | IMIEED 
College, Oxford); Ninmepence (490 Holdenhurst f= ? ‘ ; se aii : . 
Road, Bournemouth), which is in favour of young INCREASE IN TURNOVER 
poets taking more care about their writing; Con IMPROVED VALUES OF MERCHANDISI 
cern (69a, Chesterton Road, Cambridge, Is.); and r" 
NI ( > 1 » f Y » 8 . 
Nimbus (quarterly, Is. 8d.), whose format re- Marks & Spencer Lim was held on the 12th e h the publ 
sembles the pre-war New Verse It is difficult to June in London , rests 
characterise these papers; they all show sensibility In the course of his speech Sir Simon Marks, glad to record 
and intelligence, and there are few signs of D.Sc. (Chairman and Joint Managing Director Ihey, like oursel 
cliqueishness; few signs, too, of drive or direction. | siated es of materials n 
An excepuon, perhaps, is the broadsheet Quarto PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT gr Siplieectes sy doleers 
quarterly, 1s, 2d., 8 Duke’s Avenue, Edgware). It ; oe ee aoe © SRG, BEC : 
‘ amounted to £2,206,000 (previous year 000 operating joint! 
presents fewer poets in each issue than most of the Win 100.000 sien dee led tt i ee i : 
: amistet ‘ ii : f f x ax over-provided in the past) anc 1a of profit trade ‘panded 
other magazines, but they are more substantially forward from last wn there svailahle for ben This culisboration eeatiies an 
represented ; in recent issues there have been bution £6,969,000 compared h £6.4578.000 oO rich ex 
groups of poems by ‘Terence Hards, Karen year ago 
oOcwenthal, bilzabdeth jennings anc ane unt, é ina ividend of 6) |., Making S50 1eSs lax 
I venthal, Elizabeth J ij Lunt A Final Dividend } 
which give a much better basis for appreciation | (last year 75 
and understanding than a single poem and a appropriations recommended £4,506,000 — direct uvercas ur supphes of we 
Finally, admirers of Conrad Aiken will like to | WOU!d be carried forward of uniform standards of quality. T? 
know that that the current issue of the American RESERVES he sn - ad oats 
review Wake (No. 11, 18 East 198th St., N-Y.C., <) The Reserve Funds at the date of th ‘an os ; - “es \ we 
> 7 1ect amo t t ¢ Ss yw) mpared ; roRres apiece to WOVIK our arm { 
61.50) is devoted to his work—there are new ae aoe unted to £11, 4,0 4 Peg wre ag ht s k he led 
»oems by Aiken and appreciations by Allen Tate, £%332,000 4 year ago. Th in increas sinia ee ee 
Mia - f M ‘, : oh ime ~ Al€s | £1,722,000—£1,202,000 from the profits of the year uly and economically, and were assured 
Marianne Vioore, and others retained in the business, and £520,000 from the net il y ol supply during a long periux 
surplus arising from the disposal of properties and ibsid “a - othe 
T a] *,° | > . j } ) 
: investm ing the ye: rected a 
Week-end Competitions | Sreqnements curing the yeer. Se cog ay 
It is proposed to capitalise an amount of - er Funct o 
No. 1,165 | £2,261,745 on the basis of one “A” Ordinary Share a ' 4 1 cloth st need i ci 
> 5 for each Ordinary or “A” Ordinary Share held on :; a to convert them into the finished mater 
Set by J. B. Roderic 17th May, 1952. After such capitalisation Reserve as a pipeline of supplies which are allocat 
Departing holiday-makers from Britain are invited Funds will amount to £8,793.000 garment makers This system of opera 
to compose an eight-line poem in anticipation of PROPERTIES AND EQUIPMENT i high degree of flexibility 
foreign food. Entries by July Ist. Properties stand in the Balance Sheet t PROGRESS IN CURRENT YEAR 
£8,597,000. We expended £553,000—mainiy on j first two months’ trading of th urs 
soa al ate . a . . building Stores destr : ing : Q ) ‘ ir , WwW it n o 
RESULT OF COMPETITION No. 1.162 uding Stores destroyed during the war On uv hown a noieworthy increase in our 
general maintenance of our propert we spent ere has been a reduction in our overall 
Set by Naomi Lewis £429,000 esponding improvement im the ca 
The usual prizes are offered for a prose par I ixtures and Equipment have risen from ¢ ending of the “ Uulity” Schem 
£1,671,000 to £2,348,000 (after Depreciation “ our range an extensive variet 
advertising a literary or political summer scl ; : ’ 
. 7 ' , b qu 
be held in England at any date before 185( n ’ STORE DI VELOPMENTS , 
peat We are operating 233 Store Our Stores at inities of improving our goods 
Hig ee ’ Exeter, Plymouth and Yarmouth have been rebuilt Our role is to interpret to our manula 
Report by Naomi Lewis These are the first full replacements which have hanges of taste, fashion or style and a public de 
for higher standards of manufacture, more au 
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been made and rebuilding n progress at Bristol, #94 Gurable materials, better styling 
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e have continued to wry out ou | am. glad to say that our supplier 
o carry thi ) mto effect 


who Anewo their Summer School, and those who only 
guessed. And then, not many of the former, it seemed, 
cared to make light of the subject. Consequently, few modernising our store: 


entries caught the expected note bold yet chaste ; Phis programme includ Our Food Sect onsists in 


. modern lighting, general 
inviting ; admonitory; practical, We missed too decorative schemes, new counters and fittings to dis pecialised | > have been able, 
often a statement of the theme (A Norse Relations, play our merchandise to advantage There is no Operation of our suppher » Impro 
ywrad ‘ ] 
say, or Whither Pantisocracy ? tof the speakers ; | doubt that our public appreciate the improvement id upgrade thew quality 
} We arc vilanthy miaintau 


1 word or two about conditions. As for the lecturer have carried out and enjoy shopping in a pleasing 
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was an error to select the most illustrious great ' ‘ " . ‘ ni . 
; PRICE REDUCTIONS old under hygienic conditions. 1 
with satista 1 that we can report an incr 5 observe tf ] Avthorit ‘ mur | 


names. Shakespeare would not be so easy to get lt \ ‘ 
demonstt ‘ y good standard of general 
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Nashe, Harvey, Kyd would be your men. Not Lyly, | jy our wrnover of 1 ver the previous year 
of course. Perhaps at Aldeburgh, though I was | ditions of trading in textiles. which constitutc ling I V ra t Food Hy, 
tempted by Edward Blishen’s course for Ballad 7 ysusiness, differed greatly in the past two years xhibitio 
Makers, held in August 1352 at Usher’s Well, which ) hang as most evident in the latter p 

had among its subjects “Is the Ballad Doomed?” © u review, when enous break in 1 Brit 
prices occurred his downward movem 4 sivsh indu 

| ' f mad modernised 

wt by this turn o 


and among its speakers Anon., Anon., and Anon. And 
nearly as much by his Mermaid School Are you 
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worried that your text may be handed do 
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harmon understanding, they can 
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number of clevating discourses will be Bis nerea i eri anh OK shone hearted co-Opcrauior 
LORD BYRON (Morals Overseas), P. B. SHELLEY | key 1 terials. ‘To mect such an eventuality, RE ana ied boty @ cb-werkas 
In Etonian Looks Back), and MRS, RADCLIFFE then increased our Stock Contingency Reserve to i inber over 20,000 
Mv Heroe : Che proceeding: be enlivened £s00 cau the trend of price l r need Gee alveaes beds demceied 
1 ommending the appropriat ) 
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en the five printed, with special commendation ous, helpful service 
also to Colin Watson, R. S. Jaffray, Eric Stockdak “abe ; es age : —_ im De mem stom ontributes m= no small 
and Sheila Bathurst avallame for other purpose goodwill we eny with the publi 
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1 The lowermng of price met with immediate work in the past year 
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93) 
to meet his family, some of his friends, and himself 
will be the following 
Proverbial Approach” ; Phe 
M The Philosophical Approa h 
fending British Homes’ Loyalty and I 
P Ihe Proverbial Philosophical Approach 
Also present will be Mr. John Ruskin Phe Modern 
Approach ” ; Mr. D. G. Rossetu The Mediaeval 
Approach’); Mr, Charles Kingsley Ihe Social 
Approach’’); Mr. Thomas Hughes Phe Public 
School Approach”’). You are asked to bring copie 
of the Authorized Version, and of Proverbial Philo 
towards Mrs. Tupper’s 
Housckeeping Expenses. You are earnestly recom- 
nded the Guildford approach, as Mr. 
Martin Tupper Junior will be there to greet visitors 
and send pigeon messages announcing arrivals 
Eric SWAINSON 
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ophers 


of becoming Philosophic, 
reluctantly forced to turn 
invited to session of AESTIVAL 
LEARNER INTERCOURSE at Ford Abbey, 
generously lent by MR. BENTHAM, Classes _ will 
be conducted in a PANOPTICON, especially erected 
ud sotin grounds, this ingenious device being 
for the Liberation of the Mind as it is for 
Incarceration of the Body 

MR. JAS. MILL will lecture on “ The Place of Latin 
and Greek in the Education of Infants.” MR. 
McCULLOCH will deliver a course on “ The 
Principles of Malthusianism,”’ This will be supple 
mented by Practical Instruction for those who desire 
i Iwo hours each day will be devoted to Innocent 
and Rational -Poetry, Pushpin, 
Financial Succedanea are available to the Deserving 
Poor, who should apply to MR. PLACE, of Charing 
Cros Applications to MR. J. S. MILL East 
India House, before June 30th, 1825 

Henry Parris 
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Daily Post, May 3, 1727. 

Lady Mary Wortley Montagu has graciously offered 
her T'wickenham country house for the holding of a 
mall and select Literary Summer School, June 17-24 
Many celebrated writers have consented to give papers. 
Lady Mary herself will give “ Quills in the hands of 
Ladies—why not?’’ Mr. Danicl Defoe “* They call 
a hack—let ’em!’’ Doctor Swift * Things I have 
loathed *’ and Mr, John Gay “ Let us write an Opera.” 
Sir Richard Steele is being urged to come from his 
retreat in Wales to give “ Writing for the Press.” It 
is understood that Mr, Alexander Pope is accepting 
the invitation despatched to him in error and intends 
to give “ Quills in the hands of Ladies—why not!” 
Persons of quality are requested not to lend their 
names te obtain places for others. Enquiries should 
be made to Lord Hervey (Hon. Sec.) in the care of 
Leicester House. G.1.H 


mie 


Under the distinguished patronage of His Grace the 
Duke of Parkstone, Ladies and gentlemen desirous 
of acquainting themselves with the very latest trends 
of Contemporary Literature are invited to assist at a 


yy —-——— 
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Convention to be held from the 2nd to the 6th of June 
Sandbourns Th of 
will cover full pension in the most elegant 
together with attendance (which will, he 
member omprehen 
by /iterat: of such international repute a 
authoress of Tie Myst of l 
“Why Miss Austen failed as a writer,’’* 
this opportunity the 
intercourse can be uniquely combined with the gaietie 
of a refined watering-place. Bathing machines will be 
for ladies at Sandbourne and for gentlemen 
Poole. Apply to the Chaplain, Lincoln College, 
Cambridge. J. P. STEVENSON 

* Mrs. Radcliffe outlived Miss Austen by six year 
dying in 1823, 
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Any person able to read is invited to attend a 
Summer School to be held at the first full moon after 
Whitsuntide (British Reckoning year 
Streonshaelh Abbey, Whitby. By kind permission of 
the Lady Hild visitors will be accommodated in the 
precincts, but in view of the failure of the last harvest 
they are asked to bring their own flour. Eggs are 
plentiful locally, and the proximity of the sea guar- 
antees fish for meagre days. The neatherd Caedmon 
will recite his poem on the Creation. A harp of three 
octaves will be available to visitors, but performers on 
the lute should bring their own instruments. No raid 
by Norsemen is expected this season, but doubtles 
most of the menfolk will take the precaution of packing 
steel helmet and spear. GoopwILt 


in this 966 at 


CHESS: Hopes Lost or Forlorn. 
No, 142 

I do not ):now if there are many apt definitions of 
a pessimist. The only one I know--and it seems 
apt cnough—refers to a man who insists on wearing 
his braces and his belt at the same time. In Chess, 
just as in life, we had better beware of undue pessimism 
no less than of unjustified optimism. 
of a game that was all over 
after six moves. 
(1) P-K4 P-K4 
(2) Kt-KB3 Kt-QB3 (5) P-B3 PxP 
(3) P-Q4 PxP (6) Q-Q5 
Black resigned forthwith ; but he need not have taken 
SO pessimistic a view of his own fifth move and of what 
he considered a crushing rejoinder. He could have 
continued (6)... Kt-R3, (7) B x Kt, 0-0. 
= Most of the textbooks 
x that White here could 
t still get a decisive attack by 
8) B-QBI, Kt-Kt5, (9) 
Q-KR5, Kt-B7 ch, (10) K-B1, 
Kt x R, (il) P-KR4, etc. 
But K. Richter has discovered 
that before sending his Kt 
on the rook-hunt Black can 
make the useful 2wischenzug 
P-Q4, thereby taking much of the sting out of White’s 
attack, 


Take this case 
but needn't have been) 


(4) B-QB4 B-K2 
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Here now is a case of too rash optimism on 
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the part of Black, while from White’s viewpoint it 
meant utter hopelessness turned into a forlorn hope 
coming true. Had Black simply retreated his K to 
Kt3 White might But Black 
fishing in very troubled waters, the bait being the 
White KRP. After (1). K x P, (2) B-Q2, P-K5, 
3) B-K1 ch, K-R6, (4) K-B1, it was all over. The 
trouble was that Black’s second move countered only 
one of White’s threats; by (2 Q-QBI 
was still time to save the 
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But C should be well worth its 
even if I explain that the first stage of this 
ingenious study not 
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in combinative chess while the final st 
a clever P endgame won by White. 


Usual prizes. Entries by June 30 


REPORT ON COMPETITION 
Set May 31 
} K-R6!' If R-RS8 ch (2) R-R2 ete If 
R-Bl 
1) K-K7 ch, ¢ 4. (2 
2 Kr4 ct 
R-QB3 
K Kt-B5 ch, followed by (2) Kt-K7 ch, (3) Kt 
Kt-QKt6 ch, (5) Kt x P ch, (6) Kt-QKt6 ch Kt 
8) Kt-K7 ch. (9) Kt-B5 ch, (10) P-B4 mate 
D: K K-B1, followed by (2) K-Ki, (3 
5) R-K 6) K-KIl, K-Bi, (8) R-K1, (9 
11) R-QKts, (12) R x P, (13) R-Kes, (14 
Bx R mat 
I i 
K-Q3 (4 


2-Q Q-R4 ch, followed by Q-Q1 etc., 
B-Q4 Q B-K5 3) Q-QI et but if 
K-B4, (3 
B8 ch, 
BS ch 


K-QI, (4) R 
R-QI, (10) R 
R-KBS, Kt-Kt6 


KI 
28 
15 
B-K5 ch, K x B 
R-KRS! RR OS 


t 1) Kt-B5 ch, Kt 
KtxP (4) P-B 


2) R(8)-R5 ch, R 
R-R6 ch etc 

x Kt (2) P-Kt6! RE 
etc. 

While most competitors seem to have taken con 
siderably more time over A than Keres some of our 
cracks (such as D. E. Cohen) took less, and Gerald 
Abrahams assumes that Keres must have been asleep 
for 4) minutes. As for E, a good many competitors 
dropped a point by failing to see the finesse of the 
Black R intervening on the 2 move. In the final 
stage of D various alternative lines earned full marks 
Prizes shared by R. W. B. Clarke, J. C. Cock, F. A 
Rhoden, A. ASSIAC 


Schneider. 
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No. 1 


will appear next week) 


(The 


solution 
ACROSS 
A graduate and no mistake 
Play barrow (9). 
Suffering from heart disease ? (8). 
Drink, the sailor’s world 
The money for a female 
Port is a spirit (9). 
A murky stream in Lancashire 
There is a liquid mixture (5) 
Board of education supporter 
Useful headgear for golfers ? (9) 
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t). 


9), 
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2? 


partly covered by clothes (9). 


Threaten doom to a mischievous child 
. Enthral by a stage appearance ? (8 
Catastrophes flower in a Norfolk town (9). 
31. An early circumnavigator (5 


6). 








For the suburbs the stout risk being only 


French composer of a Spanish symphony (4). 
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1. Electricity plant ? (4). 
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You can get evens on a famous race here (9 


Just the Russian to make a purge of high 
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Fireside game ? (5). 
A kiss let me down in front of a couple 
“ And, having pray’d together, 
with you (Herrick) (5 
A mind which is completely blank (6, 4 
A group of sacred 
unknown hand (5 
Fit for the sea ? (10 
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27. The actor sounds enthusiastic (4). 
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PERSONAL 
}NDERGRAD. (f) 
August. Experience with children 
S. E. Carson, The University, Reading 
*TEMPOR ARY work required by strong man 
for | month in exch. for keep. Knowledge 
of farm work. Box 280, Sells, Ltd., Bretten 
ham House, Lancaster Place, London, W.C.2 
N OTHER with ?-vr.-old daughter wishes ¢ 
spend coastal holiday with family au pair 
Help hsekpng., children Box 1784 
YOUNG Austrian, E.-spke. (daughter of hel 
proprietress) wishes help Eng. fam. Sept 
Dec. Au-pair, if possible. Box 1827 
TALIAN family offers dble 
Full board. Suit student 
STUDENT (m., 25 48 
_ bed hosel & eck. m 
tural similar but anything 
B* HELOR, mid-% 
employment or holiday 
thing. Wide admin. & exec 
sional and comme 
office work, tvping, &c. Sound musical 
ground and knowledge, pianist up to concert 
standard. Offers and suggestions to Box 
FR NCH bovs, 17, 13 
family able to teach fluent 
paying summer holidays 


YNG 
tinent 
TOUNG S.RLN. St 


resident post August 
Buckman, SS Shere Rd 


F' RN. bed-sit. rm. avail. for 
vith housework, W.1 
Y NG. woman, expd 

tion, some French & 


needs work in Sept 


seeks job during July & 
Apply: 


ete 


rm. Florence 
Box 18 
vacation work for 
Pref. agricr 
Box 1814 


oney 
consid 


change of 
an iry any 
training, profes 
forms of sec. and 
back 


wishes 


cial; all 


vears, sk 

English 
Box 18 
tour cor 


Box 1883 


guests 
place, cat 
reign 


Engineer sks 

Drives; ft lanes 
udent teacher requires 
for one month. Write 
Ilford 


part-time help 
Box 1783 


adult educa 


‘Box 180 


knowledge 
i ELIABLE med. + 22 sks, company in 

teresting people duri wmer. Any work 
irives. S earned. Box 174 
MARRIED Stud sk. wk 


end junc Box 
B' AUTY, seclusion, gd. food, comf. Farm 

hse Devon-Som. border olfers all this 
Ideal Very mod. Box 1705 


H° NS. B 21 opportunity to 
ain for imterestir 


London abroac x 1876 


alary only if 
min 
1676 


cple., c van 


month Wide exper 


writer, artist ople 


publishing 
teacher 
Hostel 
wks. Fr 


NG woman comp anions 
either sex, Y 
Perugia, &c. 4-5 
i} ELIABLE Car, W 
Ove Mect 


hauled Re 
spraving advisable 
S.W KEN. 5652 


L ADY 


gome 


with pa 
1638 


wishes s liday 

abroad Detaie | to Box 

offers tennis 
dancing 


holiday quash 


t OUSE Party 
wimming sailing 
Bour Box ; 
Ww! EK-ENDS by sca ultur 

Sussex coast, 2gn wk gn 
F'! MALE 8 


unental Hohda ref 
he S. Brittany Coast. Grnd 
£30 apartment. 6 beds. Sept. W 
NTER 


Ww! Applic 
vng. prof. people to 


joi 
srobably Austrian Alps, perhay 
ec, 25-Jan. 11. German-spke 


yo NG dancer desperate t 
time employment m Paris to 


consid 


nemouth 


wishes 


» join p 
Spain. Box 


Holida 


Vienna 
idr. Box 


the 
Box 


G 5 Wk ~* 
is. s Brin 


actic convert casnle 


holid shire, £5 


S.W.3 KEN 


ENGLISH boys & girls 18 years 
ng people from Europe Oversea 
at Od am Hill School Summer Camp, July 
September 16. Riding g. in & o 
foor competitions Falk 


B.A.. S. Molton, D 
For! ST School Camp* 


jay in August for 
to 18. Expeditions and hikes Trained 
aff Apply A. R. Cobb, 19 High St 
Trug pington, Cambridge 


T’ ROLEAN holiday in delightful age nmr 
wsbruck Peasant dancing ar Isic 
s £29 Ss. incl Many others to choose 
Bocklet free Allways, 17 Sicilian 
Ww Cha, 6436 


se-part 


ay how t 
Beauchamp Place %661 


can meet 


and 


Adventurous 
boys and girls 


Boarding House for Chil 
dren of school age and young people, both 

sexes, liberal Jews! Religion, has vac 

long and short periods. The house is 

non-profit-making basis by former 

of the Manchester Jev wi sh Refugees Commit 

tec Children’s Host Charges therefore 

reasonable. Apply to Warden, Dunwood 

House, 401 Wilmslow Rd., Manchester, 20 


Bes and holidays at Pi 
mwe 
Ware 52. 


Homely 


girls enjoy newood 


Ibury, Herts 
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PERSONAL — continued 
N! YIRWEGIAN and Danish holidays 


vacancies m a smal! party to Norway 
5S. or to Denmark, August 2. Erna Low. 4 
Brompton Rd., London, $.\W.7, KEN 


I ONN Unive Course, 3 weeks inclusive 
2ijgns. Write for full details of 
of other University irses tO 
Specialised Travel Service, Ltd. (Dept. N.S.8), 
Paddington St., W.1 WEL. 9935 
Vee ees in the countr pleasant 
group of v« protessional people; tennis 
dancing, walks, June July 11 
2 wal Bank Holiday eck-end 
4 Old Brompton SW 
CONTINENT Al. Exchange 
4 vou 1 exchan 
Apply Box 2 
I INGUIST teaches 
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Few 
July 
Old 

9225 
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bathing and 


Erna 
KEN 
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2. Festivals 
Ascona, Ment 

Lyons—14 days clusive holiday 
35 guineas University courses at Nice 
Kiel ssels, Florence Geneva—3 
1h gu 
ised Travel 
© Paddington 

WH 1 beck 9935.6 
IVIDUAL Continental Holidays hap 
arranged for people wit! decided 
I are open to suggestion, send 
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d (Travel), Ltd., Dept. NS 
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1 E.LB 
Wil 
JHILIP HUMPHREYS Psy 
Prince 


Gate, South Kensington 
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Somerton Rd NW 2400/12 
Y OGHOl RT made from milk easily & 
cheaply at home. Det Yalacta Products 
Ltd., Dept. P., Poplar Yorks 
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Regent Institute (B/191 Gate, W8. | QUMMER Pie: Bri 

CCARAVEL Press prints book Memoirs S_ Magazine, 1s. 6 
‘Poctry, Family Histories, etc. 5 

Service. 85 Bedford G 


tus of world-{ 


Palace 
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arde lon 
(CHILDREN'S Holidays - 
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for National it : 
N ON I HI _. 
Chandos 


Pers na 


nemouth 


2989 


able 


S714 


BER se0rg 
Reine Part 


svatlablc 
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